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Desart Storm MARS6Amateur station AAV4TN/KD4ZS, Leo 


Bloom of Miami. See story below. 


HOMEFRONT HERO 

Recently Leo Bloom (KD4ZS) Army MARS (AAV4TN) radio 
operator, became ‘‘Homefront Hero’’ on Channel 6, a Miami, 
television station. They interviewed him and found him to be very 
busy in MARS operations supporting Operation Desert Storm. 

Bloom placed message forms and posters at five different 
family support centers in the Miami area and an ad in the 
Homestead Air Force newspaper.to generate messages to Saudi, 
Korea and Japan. He also receives messages from an amateur 
BBS. 


military HF frequencies. In the evening he runs phone patches to 
Army Reserve Units in the jungles of Panama, where the only 
connection to the States is by MARS radio, and to Saudi before 
closing for the day. 

His rig is a Kenwood TS 440, a Commodore 128, a Wilson three- 
element beam and a Kam. 

Bloom was last seen muttering to himself, ‘‘I am a ‘Homefront 
Hero,’ but why didn’t they show my three-element beam with the 
flag flying high on top of it, pointing to Saudi Arabia, instead of 
my television antenna pointing south, in the direction of Channel 
6? ” 

~COMING EVENTS 
Newberry Hamfest April 20th, 1991 
St. Pete Lk Maggiore Sun. May 5th 
Jax Amateur/Computer show Aug. 3-4 
Miami Hamboree Feb. 8 & 9, 1992 
Pensacola Hamfest, Feb. 15th 
Note: -damfesters please send dates ASAP 


THE ALL-FLORIDA AMATEUR RADIO PUBLICATION 


MARSGrams are then sent and received via packet on 
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AMATEUR AUXILIARY OF THE 
F.C.C. FIELD OPERATIONS BUREAU | 
By Swede, W4TAH 
Amateur Auxiliary Coordinator of South Florida 
“HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED WHY?” 


75 Cents 


Have you ever wondered why: there isn’t many nets in the 
extra and advanced portion of the 20-meter band and other 
amateur bands? 

I suppose there are several reasons why this is happening. 
From my observations I would say that the primary reason is in 
order to get as many as possible into the nets, they want to have it 
in the general portion so that general class licensee’s can join in. 

Have you ever wondered why the extra and advanced class 
portions of 20 and other bands seem to be vacant during the day- 
time? 

Once again, there seems to be many, many reasons. I would 
say that most of the extras and advanced licensee’s, are working 
or asleep. I think the other reason is that some are engaged as net 
control and net managers of the nets in the general portion of the 
bands. Most of their friends are also engaged in acitivity in the 
general portion of the bands so that’ where they go to meet 
friends. 


Have you ever wondered why the Region Two representatives 
decided to have all phone patches run in the 14.200 to 14.350 por- 
tion of 20 meters? as 

So have I. At the time this was decided, I think that they 
thought that phone patches, would not be prolific as they are 
today. I am positive that its not like rumor has it, that it was 
decided by extra class licensee’s who didn’t want phone patches 
in their portion of the band. I think that it was the other regions 


"requirements and it was so that all class licensee’s could run 


phone patches. 

Have you ever wondered what is meant by self-policing or self- 
regulation? 

Actually, its a two part system of abiding by the rules. 

First, you police yourself and your station. That is, you try to 
abide by the rules to the best of your ability. 


The second is that you help your fellow amateurs by calling 
attention to things that he might not be aware of. Such as, your 
very distorted, or very broad or you can’t do that according to the 
rules. Self-policing does not make you a policeman of the 
frequencies, just a helpful, knowledgeable, ham. 

If you have wondered about something, write me and I will try 
to find the answer and publish it in future columns. 


1991 Q.S.0. PARTY ANNOUNCEMENT 

Ihave enclosed the rules of the 1991 Florida QSO Party. Due to 

the short notice given to our group by the West Palm Beach Club, 

we have had to make a change in the dates. There is little time to 

notify the other publications, however, we plan to make im- 

provements in 1992. 

We are most appreciative for any help you can give in 
publicizing the QSO party. 

—-73; 

George W. Mann, KJ4UW 

President , 
East Pasco Amateur Radio Society 
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SITLENT K E:Y’S 


W4MEE Doug Ryan a Light House Point 
WA4YHN Bill “Yukon” Curry 85 Port Charlotte 

WB4FCS _ Sid Litka Ft. Lauderdale 

WB2CBB_ Nathaniel Bravenman Naples 

W4EI Theodore J. Conway ~St. Petersburg 

N4FBS A. B. Pye Ruskin 


May the above Florida Amateurs Rest in Pience. Editor 


W4MAQ CY HARRIS MEMORIAL “‘FREE”’ FLEA 

New location! ! Western High School, 1200S.W. 136th Avenue — 
south of 1-595 (SR-84) — on 136th Avenue. Starting time is 7:00 
a.m. Dateis April 7th. . . rain or shine. 

Talk-in frequency is 145.27 down 600 KHz. 

* Some space is under cover. : 

Warning!! Clean up your area before leaving or these free 
fleas will be discontinued! ! ; 

For further details contact Billy, WD4NEA on 146.91 repeater 


or call (305) 989-0509. 
YOUR HAM LICENSE 


When was the last time you looked at your amateur license? Do | 


you know when it expires? You should! Even with a two-year grace 
period, time slips by fast. If you do not know when your ticket runs 
out, I would suggest you find it now and makea note of it. 

This all leads up to one point, if you need a FCC 610 Form 
Florida Skip can supply you with one or two provided you send us a 
number 10 (10-inch) evelope, self-addressed and stamped to: Skip 
610, P.O. Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266. 

The Miami FCC Field Office was kind enough to send us about 


200 forms recently to pass out as needed. Play it safe ... check 
your license now. 
—_— es 
MAILING LABEL 
‘READ THE TOP LINE 


Your address (the top line) shows your Skip expiration date. If 
we don’t receive your renewal fee by the 18th of that month the 
computer automatically kicks your address out on the next mailing 
and you will not receive any future issues. 

We can’t afford to send back issues. It cost us about 85¢ to send 
one copy (copy, postage and handling). So please send your 
renewals promptly. 
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TO THE 


7 DITOR 


The Sky High Amateur Radio Club wants to thank you for the magazine sub- 
scriptions you donated for prizes at our recent hamfest. Your help to publicize this event 
and your generosity helped us to make the Eleventh Annual Citrus County Hamfest the 
best ever! 

More than 1,000 hams from all over the State of Florida were made aware of your 
donation by a large sign that listed those that had donated prizes for the event. Again 
this year we sold out the auditorium and all outside space available. Over 100 vendors 
and dealers displayed their wares to an overflow crowd! : A 

During January, 1992, we will sponsor the Twelfth Annual Citrus County Hamfest 
and we hope the continued support of Florida Skip, Inc., will be available to help us 
again break records for our organization! 

: Sincerely, 


Phil Crawford, WB8D 
Publicity Director 


Dear Andy: 

As chairman of the annual Lake Maggiore Hamfest I would like to enlist the aid of 
your publication in making this years hamfest as successful as previous years have — 
been. To this end I ask only that you list our hamfest in your publication. 

Enclosed is a copy of our flier listing the particulars of our hamfest. It’s on Sunday 
the 5th of May at Lake Maggiore Park. We will have refreshments and there will be tail- 
gating, but no commercial dealers. Mostly this hamfest is an occasion for all local hams 
to get together, swap stories, enjoy the camaraderie and hopefully to influence the non- 
hams showing up to join our ranks as it did for me last year. 

This year. , .May 5th. , .8:00a.m.to1:00p.m... . Lake Maggiore Park. 

Sincerely yours, 

Robert Burke, KC4SXO 

209 N.E. Lincoln Circle North 
St. Petersburg, F'L 33702 
(813) 527-7096 


SILENT K EY 


e Edgar F. Johnson, founder of the E.F. Johnson Com- 
pany, died Feb. 11 in Waseca, Minn., of cancer. He was 
91 years old. 

Johnson, a pioneer radio amateur who once held the 
call sign 9ALD, founded the E.F, Johnson Company in 
1923, two years after receiving a degree in electrical 

' engineering from the University of Minnesota. The com- 
pany began by selling parts to both amateurs and com- 
mercial stations. Following WW 2 Johnson transmitters 
ie bought in both kit and wired form by thousands of 

ams. 

From 1959 to the mid-1970s, Johnson dominated the 
Citizens Band transceiver market, according to a story in 
the St. Paul Pioneer Press. 

Hundreds of amateurs helped Johnson celebrate his 
fr birthday; see June 1990 OST, P55, and Sept. 1990, p 

, Johnson leaves his wife, Ethel: two daughters, and 

three grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. 
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By popular demand ne 
...an event you wont want to miss! 


GLK" 


(*Thank goodness it's Kenwood.) 


A free opportunity to pl 
he Kenwood “Money — 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO SYSTEMS 
5001 NW 72nd Avenue, Miami, FL 33166 
Saturday, May 4, 1991 9:30am--5:00pm 

1-305-477-4448 


... pacesetter in Amateur Radio 


FLORIDA C.W. NETS 
By Ed, K4IA : 

FMSN Reported by Joe, N4KFU: FMSN continued to hum 
along during February with 363 QNI’s and 125 pieces of traffic 
handled. 

The net NCS and liaison line-up changed, and we welcomed 
Ed, K4IA, as our Friday NCS. He brings a wealth of knowledge 
and past experience so it’s a treat to get someone of his caliber. 
This was accomplished thanks to WA9VND (Thursday NCS) and 
N4IWO (Friday NCS) who agreed to changes in the schedule. This 
enabled Laura, WA9VND, who was doing double-duty, to get a 
much-needed rest. 

Many thanks to Laura for the timely help she provided. 

It was great to get Don, N4IWO back after his rig problems. 
However, AA4HT has requested a Sunday relief, so I would ap- 
preciate a volunteer. I’m sure disappointed to lose his expertise, 
but he will still be around quite often to help out. 

The net could also use QFN representatives for Tuesday and 
Thursday nights. 

FMSN missed KA4NXF the past month. Elmer is usually a 
“regular’’ and hopefully will return soon. 

Many thanks to our NCS’s (AA4HT, AA4BN, WA4QXT, 
K4IWO, WA9VND, K4IA and WC4D) and liaison stations (AA4BN, 
KB4DF, AA4HT, WC4D, AA4CH, AA4FG and KC4FL) for their 
contributions. Led by WA9VND and N4UAV with 26 check-ins, the 
following stations checked in over 15 times: AA4BN, AA4CH, 
WC4D, AA4FG, W1KAM, N4KFU, N4LAO and KC4TNI. 

The Sarasota Hamfest Traffic Luncheon was a big success 
with a good crowd sprinkled with some FMSN’ers. I must 
apologize for no FMSN Newsletter as I am learning a new 
program which will do better plus save time, enabling me to 
produce the newsletter more frequently. eile ta Joe 


QFN Manager Rip, AA4HT Writes: Average check-ins per 
session in February dropped slightly from January, but traffic in 
February increased to 14.4 messages per session compared to the 
12.4 we had in January. ; 

The good news for this report is that Bill Gilman, WT4F who 
suffered a heart attack on February Ist is back on the air. Bill was 
in the hospital for three weeks and had triple bybass surgery, but 
now seems to be progressing very nicely. By the way, talk about 
being in the right place, Bill was working on the radio club 
repeater at the hospital when he had his heart attack! 

We were all shocked to hear that Doug Ryan, W4MEE had 
become a “silent key.’’ I believe that Doug passed away 
February 28th. He was manager of Gator Net and also was very 
active on QFN, and will certainly be missed. Our sympathies go 
_ tohis family. 

In last months article I mentioned that Bud, W4KIX would be 
off the net for a while due to an operation. Immediately after 
sending it in, Bud contacted me and advised that he would be able 
to continue filling the Wednesday RN5 representative slot as his 
operation is now on hold. That was good news for Bud and for us. 

A note to the net control stations. The Eastern Massachu- 
setts/Rhode Island Net, EMRI, meets the same time that we do 
on 3658 KHz. They have asked us to please be careful that we don’t 
send stations up to pass traffic on top of their net. 

Hopefully I will see a lot of you at Orlando. Until then, see you 
on QFN. 

73) 
Rip 

Gator Net Notes: We were all saddened on receiving the QNC 
from S.M., WA4PFK announcing the death on February 28th of 
Douglas Ryan, W4MEE, the manager of Gator Net. Gator Net 
extends its sympathy to his family. a) 

QFNS Notes by John, KC4F L: In February we had 249 stations 
check in and a total of 73 messages in 683 minutes. Traffic is up a 
bit from last month with two less sessions. 

High-volume stations were: WA4PFK, KA4FZI, N4LAO, 
WA9VND, WC4D, N4KIW and N4BGS. 

_ Also, welcome to these new stations on QFNS: KN40X, 
KC4SIT and WA4TAQ. We are always ready to have new traffic 
handlers QNI on QFNS. 
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TRAFFIC HOUNDS — FEBRUARY 1991 
- By K4ZK, STM South Florida 
QNI AVG. QTC AVG. SESSIONS MGR * QTC/QNI 
AA4HT 0.82 
WB4WYG 0.34 © 
WA4NDA 0.16 


NET 
QFN 978 17.5 808 14.4 56 
FPTN 1,226 43.7 427 15.3 28 
NFPN_ 2,330 82.3 378 14.2 28 


SEFTN 1,300 46.4 321 11.5 28 KD4GR 0.24 
_SWFTN 732 30.5 318 13.5 24 K4F QU 0.43 
TPTN 558 19.9° 275 9.8 28 WxX4J 0.49 
FAST 600 10.7 224 4.0 56 WD4KBW 0.37 
FMSN 363 12.9 125 4.5 28 N4KFU 0.34 
SVTN 672 246 112 4.1 27 KB4LB 0.16 
PBTN 462 193 99 3.8 24 WA4RUE 0.19 
QFNS 249 88 73 2.6 28 KC4FL 0.29 


WB4GCK 0.22 
WD4F AL 0.04 


AIN 66 16.5 10 WA4PFK 0.15 
DEN 202 50.5 9 2.3 4 N4DVM 0.04 
ENMC 46 11.5 6 15 4 K4ZK 0.13 
PRVAN 12 4.0 2°. 0.7 3 WD4KBW_ _s0.16. 


Total QTC: 3,837 « Average QTC/QNI: .29 
LATE TRAFFIC HOUNDS FOR JANUARY, 1991 


BEN 143 35.8 0. 0.0 4 KD4GR 
GCVTIN . 678: 21.9: °°23 9° 0.7". “31 N4SGQ 
TOP TWENTY TRAFFICERS — FEBRUARY 1991 
By WA4PFK and WA4PUP 

STATION TOTAL STATION TOTAL 
1. W4DUG 5,617 11. WA4QXT 400 
2. W3CUL 3,626 12. KB4WBY 364 
3. W3VR 3,536 13. N4SS 333 
4. K4FQU 904 14. AASHT 321 
5. WA9IVND 868 15. AB4EA 290 
6. WD4IIO 729 16. KAEUK 261 
7. KB6ECH 723 17. WA4PFK 254 
8. WBOHOX 522 18. N4KFU beri <>. 
9. K4SCL 456 19. KD4GR 225 
10. WA4EIC 419 20. K4ZK 216. 


rere eeee eee dni 


It is good to have Don, N4IWO back on the air after rig trouble. 
We hope to see you on 3715 at 8:00 p.m. 


— 73, 
John 
The losses in our ranks so evident this month reminds us all 
that we should do what we can to accommodate anyone showing 
an interest in traffic handling in any of the modes. On C.W. the 
best way is for us tosend ata rate that they can copy. 


Pictured in the top row (left to right) are: Ray Cox, N4VDN; 
Dave Bilby, KF8CI; Dave Church, KC4SJC; Tim Walen, 
KC4SSD; Buzz Walen; and Chuck Bundesen, N4YGW. Bottom 
row: Bud (Light) Baskin, Dave Baskin, N4XIH, Robbie Cox and — 

John Shaw, N4WII. See story P5 top. 


S.S.B. TRAFFIC NETS 
By Scungio, N4AKFU 
From Earl, K4FQU, SWFTN Net Manager: The net had 


another banner month with 732 stations checking in while passing | 


318 pieces of traffic. This averages out to 30.5 stations and 13.3 
messages passed per session. Traffic increased 33 percent in 
comparison to February, 1990. 

Congrats to all stations and Felicia for their traffic input. 

I have a proposition to make to all net members. If everyone 
that checks into the net each week would bring one piece of traffic 
a week, just imagine what the traffic flow would be. For example: 
February would post 1,500 pieces of traffic and spread over one 
year the total would approach 18,000. 

How would you like to be a liaison station with those figures. 
BPL maybe? ? Hi! ! 

That reminds me! We could use a couple more liaison stations 


with summer coming up and the need for people to take. 


vacations, trips, etc. Horace, K8KT has volunteered for Fridays 
and we certainly appreciate that. 

From Bill, WB4WYG, FPTN Net Manager: One thousand two 
hundred and twenty-six (1,226) stations checked in with 427 pieces 
of traffic passed. 

Thirty-four stations checked in over 85 percent of net sessions 
with the following stations, which represent 38 percent of the net 
roster, checked in 100 percent of net sessions: W4BKC, AA4CH, 
WA4EIC, K4EJW, N4JAQ, WA4JDH, K4KIC, KB4MON, K4NKA, 
KB4RTG, K4SJA, ‘WASME, WAQSVND, N4XMD and WB4ZVD. 

Congrats folks for outstanding support. 

Thirty-one stations who we call “Travelers” checked in 95 
times which represent 7.7 percent of total check-ins. 

I was so happy to read the article ‘“‘It Seems To Be’’ by Doc, 
W4SME, in the March Florida Skip. Anyone who has taken on a 
NCS assignment certainly has empathy with the words in this 
timely article. It certainly covers the situation from Alpha to 
Zulu, and as.a net manager I can say amen brother. 

Thanks to WA4PFK for bringing us news of Elmer, KA4NXF. 
Was sorry to hear that sickness in his family is keeping this 
regular check-in off the air. Sure hope this will shortly be cleared 

up so he can return and pick up his regular place. 

Don’t forget to write to your legislators and indicate your 
support for the proposed antenna support structure legislation 
now pending in Tallahassee. 

Hope to see you all in Orlando at the hamfest. 
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SEVENTH EDITION UPDATED 
JULY OF 1990 
TWO-METER REPEATER MAP 
Bill Tucker, W4F XE has just completed the seventh 
edition of the famous Florida Skip Repeater Map. 
A new easy-to-follow improved frequency listing ap- 
pears in a box at each repeater location. Also, included on 
the map is a cross-reference list by frequency, along the 


New format shows complete output frequency only 
with a plus or minus sign to indicate the 600 KHz off set. 

The map is 11”? x 17” on easy-to-read black print on 
yellow 20-pound bond paper. The price is the same as our 
220 and 440 Repeater Maps. 
your self-addressed einped envelope. Mail to: Map, Box. 


W4SVI CANOE MINI DX-PEDITION 
By Chuck Bundesen, N4YGW 

On Saturday, January 26, 1991, the intrepid members of the 
Everglades Amateur Radio Club Canoe DX-pedition, Dave 
Bilby, KF8CI; Dave Baskin, N4XIH; Dave Church, KC4SJC; and 
honorary Daves; John Shaw, N4WII; Ray Cox, N4VDN; Chuck 
Bundesen, N4YGW; Tim Walen and Tim’s dad, ‘“‘Buzz’’ Walen 
plus two future hams, harmonics Bud (Light) Baskin and Robbie 
Cox. 

The intrepid expeditioners departed the Hell’s Bay Trail Head 
at first light on Saturday morning meandering through the over- 
hanging mangroves and across Pear] Bay to the Park Service 
Chickee. 

Upon arrival, the generator, radios and kitchen were set up. A 
long wire antenna was strung between the two chickee platforms 
and everything was grounded in the bay for an excellent ground 
plane. 

After set-up, several contacts were made on two- meters, 10 
meters and 70 centimeters to check the equipment. Then, fishing 
was the order of the day. A nice red fish was caught by Tim, 
KC4SSD and Ray, N4VDN came up with a nice mangrove 
snapper. 

After fishing, W4SVI was back on the air making about 50 
contacts on 15 and 20 meters mostly from the Northeast U.S.A. 
and Prince Edward Island. 

Dinner was served by Chef Dave Baskin, N4XIH. It consisted 
of fried chicken and fried chunks of red fish and snapper with 
black-eyed peas, a Southern delight. 

After dinner a few more radio contacts were made, however, 
the radios had to be packed away due to the threat of rain. After 
the radios were packed away, happy-hour commenced. 

Sunday morning after breakfast, again prepared by Chef 
Dave, the gear was packed back into the canoes and the group 
paddled back to the trail head. 

A great time was had by all. All participants managed to get 
home in time to watch the Super Bow!! 
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The Gulf Coast Convention held in Tampa Nov. 18 & 19 


was well attended again. This “Birds Eye” view of the 


‘BUY FROM YOUR FELLOW AMATEUR’ DEPT. 


FELLOW AMATEUR: Here are several firms that have an interest in 
YOUR business! They have seen fit to support the FLORIDA SKIP by 
giving us a little revenue each month in return for your support. If you 
have a need for the services listed, you can’t possibly do better than to 
deal with a fellow amateur, can you? 


Is Your Azden Not 

Operating Properly?? 

Does It Turn Off When 

It Should Turn On?? 

If You Have Any Problem . 
With Your Azden Transceiver 
Send It To The Specialists 

At The Azden Service Center. 
Quick Turn Around!! 


Azden 
Service 
Center 


Hourly Rate: $35.00 
Your Problem Is Our Solution. 
AZTECH 
P.0%:. BOX «792 7°0M Aah 
3300 SALEM: RD (SHIPPING) 
404-769-0840 (PARTS&INFO) 
WATKINSVILLE, GA., 30677 
We Accept: VISA, Mastercard, 
Personal Checks And Send C.O.D. 


MAXCOM* 


= AUTOMATIC ANTENNA MATCHER 


The ultimate advanced technology —— 
when you need it most. 


P.O. Box 502 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fl. 33302 
(305) 523-6369 


THE BOTTOM LINE: “MAXCOM°WORK 8S" 


Call Sonny 
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Operations building and one pole of the Big Foot 

Rhombic of AAR4CSS, a well-liked station by Desert 

Storm MARS operators. Station located near Ocala. 
(Photo via W4HTK.) 


FLORIDA ARMY M.A.R.S. NEWS 
By Lorraine S. Matthew, AAT4JK 

As we watch the progress of events in the Gulf, we, in Army 
MARS, ‘must not lose sight of the fact that our work will continue 
long after the desert dust settles. The United States has long-term 
commitments all over the world. Family and friends will continue 
to use our services. Let us not forget those men and women 
stationed in the United States. They, too, benefit from the work of 
Army MARS. Be. 

The outstanding work of Florida Army MARS in handling ~ 
messages and phone patches tends to obscure the other facets of — 
our Army MARS mission. 

The MARS mission is defined in seven areas of expertise for » 
which message handling prepares its members. Those seven 
areas are: 

Provide Department of Defense sponsored emergency 
communications on a local, national and international basis 
as an adjunct to normal communications. 

Provide auxiliary communications for military, civil 
and/or disaster officials during periods of emergency. 

Assist in effecting normal communications under 
emergency conditions. ; 

Create interest and furnish a means of training mem- 
bers in military communications procedures. 

Handle morale and quasi-official record and voice 
communications traffic for Armed Forces and authorized 
U.S. government civilian personnel stationed throughout 
the world. 

Conduct an appropriate amateur radio program as a 
part of the annual celebration of Armed Forces Day. - 

This month’s Florida Army MARS Staff Member is Ed 
Hughes, AAR40C, state training officer. It is his responsibility to 
guide the constant training that goes on in the training nets and as 
an incidental part of all nets. He writes: 

“If you are not satisfied with your radio operating 
procedures or techniques then you may be a prime can- 
didate for membership in Army MARS. 

“Army MARS is basically a training net where we are 
trained to operate in an efficient, military manner. We 
handle a lot of traffic between military personnel and their 
family and friends back home. This, in itself, is a very 
satisfying endeavor. While we handle the traffic, we are 
almost unconsciously training ourselves to become better 
operators. 

“Every Army MARS Net is basically a training net. 
However, we conduct at least one net per week that is called 
the Training Net where training takes priority over almost 

- any other kind of business. I, as training officer, conduct a 

short lecture-type training session after which we have a 

question-and-answer session (comments, too). No person is 

ever subjected to ridicule or caused to feel embarrassed on 

these nets or any other nets. MARS QSY P. 11 


FHA" IsoLoop" HF ANTENNA 


REVOLUTIONARY COMPACT DESIGN 


O nce again AEA has achieved a significant engineering 


Q 


breakthrough with its high-performance, low profile 

HF IsoLoop antenna. Performance isn’t compromised 
by its small size. Operate your favorite HF band (14 to 30 MHz 
frequency coverage) from areas with restrictive zoning ordinances 
or apartments and condos. Or take it with you on vacation. . . 
it’s the ideal go-anywhere portable antenna. And it’s the only 
antenna you need to cover 14 to 30 MHz. ONE antenna instead 
of numerous dipoles and without any traps! 


150 Watts. Rated up to 150 watts, the IsoLoop transmits 
and receives on any frequency between 14 to 30 MHz. When 
mounted with the loop in the horizontal plane, the radiation 
pattern is omni-directional and horizontally polarized, with the 
gain of a dipole. Maximum radiation is at low angles which is 
ideal for DX operation. The IsoLoop may also be mounted 
with the loop in the vertical plane to provide a null inadesired , 
direction. Tuning is provided by a precision stepper-motor and / 
a small remote control box, the LC-1. 


The IsoLoop does not need ground radials and its balanced; 
shielded feed-loop isolates the feedline from the antenna. The 
IsoLoop is well-isolated from the feedline. Like AEA’s Isopole 
antennas, your signal is radiated by the antenna and not the 
feedline. With end-fed antennas, the outside of the coax becomes 
part of the antenna, resulting in noise and computer hash pickup 
and increased TVI problems. 


High-Q Design. One of the unique features of the IsoLoop 
is its inherent High-Q. The IsoLoop can be considered a very - 
sharp tunable filter that radiates. The narrow bandwidth sup- 
presses harmonics from your transmitter reducing TVI problems. 
It also attenuates out-of-band signals from nearby transmitters 
that could overload your receiver. 


Compact. The IsoLoop is square, 

with rounded corners, and measures 
-32 inches on a side and weighs only 
12 pounds. Because of the IsoLoop’s 
small size, it makes a perfect attic 
or balcony antenna. It’s also excellent 
for portable operation, recreational 
vehicles or camp-site use. A rotator 
is not necessary when used in the 
omni-directional, 
horizontally polarized mode. 


Revolutionary. The AEA IsoLoop antenna 
represents years of research and development. 
Others may try to imitate the IsoLoop, but none 
can match the patent-pending design. 

AEA also provides technical support from the 
factory or through your personal computer and 
modem on CompuServe’s HamNet. If you are 

already a CompuServe member, just type GO 
HAMNET at any CompuServe prompt. For a free introductory 
CompuServe membership, call 1-800-848-8199 and ask for 
representative #48. 


AEA Brings You A Better Experience 
Advanced Electronic Applications, Inc. 
2006-196th St. SW/P.O, Box 2160 Lynnwood, WA 98036 206-775-7373 


Specifications subject to change without notice or obligation. Dealer Inquiries Invited. Copyright 1990. 
; Stand optional. 


lsoLoop precision stepper motor 
provides accurate tuning. 


IsoLoop LC-1 control box with 
variable speed tuning. 
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QCWA, Inc. 


FLORIDA Q.C.W.A. NEWS 
Edited by Eli Nannis, K4AJMH 


FLORIDA STATE Q.C.W.A. NEWS 
Edited by Eli Nannis, KAJMH 

Now that a no-code license has been established, it behooves us 
“‘old-timers”’ to accept the new no-code technicians into amateur 
radio, and give them every encouragement and assistance. This 
is a place where QCWA can shine. Experience doesn’t come in the 
envelope along with the license. : 

The Arizona Chapter will be sponsoring the 1992 QCWA 
National Convention. Barry Goldwater, K7UGA;. Leo Meyerson, 
WOGFQ; and Lew McCoy, W1ICP attended the Arizona Chapter 
meeting in December. 

Announcements will be going out next month for the seven 
QCWA Scholarships which will be offered for the 1991-92 
academic year. The QCWA Scholarships require the recom- 


mendation of a QCWA member, so let’s search out some deser- : 


ving students in Florida and make them aware of this very worth- 
while program. 

Don’t forget to check the expiration date on your license. 

SUNCOAST CHAPTER 

Our chapter held its regular monthly meeting at the House of 
Chong in Sarasota on February 7th. There were 70 members and 
guests present. There were eight visiting from Ohio. 

Two new members were welcomed and they were Ving 
Yarborough, K4IEK and Dale Harrell, KJ4AY. 

Bob Siff, K4AMG was appointed Nominating Committee 
chairman. 

Bob Bookwalter, W4NWF spoke about HR73, a bill introduced 
on the floor of the Senate which, would amend the Com- 
munications Act of 1934 and prohibit the FCC from taking away 
any. amateur frequencies after January 1, 1991. He urged 
everyone to write their congressmen about this bill. 

Dale Harrell, KJ4AY gave a talk on packet radio and he set up 
and operated a packet station. 

— Reported by Bob Bookwalter, WANWF 
PELICAN CHAPTER aa 

Our chapter meeting was held on February 20th at our new 
meeting place at the Home Style Buffet in St. Petersburg. 
President Blanch Randles, W4GXX opened the meeting. There 
were 42 members and guests present. 

John Cudahy, WD4RQK was voted into our membership. 

Harry, K4WP reported on the Pelican Net which meets every 
Saturday morning at 10:00 a.m. Harry also advised he sent get 
well cards to. Cappy, AA4MF and Lois Keyes, XYL of Jim Keyes, 
K4FCW. 

A vote was taken to ask the President of QCWA Harry Dan- 
nals, W2HD that the 1993 National Convention be held in St. 
Petersburg. 

Numerous awards were given by our president. A Certificate 
of Meritorious Award was given to Jay Strom, K9BSL for the 
years of 1988-90 for his years as chapter president. Other awards 
were given to: Hal Fox, W3AA for 55 years; Dutch Romig, 
KF4DI, 60 years; Lynn Brendel, K4HCY, 65 years; and Red 
Spaulding, W4PUZ, 70 years. Other awards were held until the 
next meeting. They were: Ed Read, WA1HCK for 70 years and 
Cappy, AA4MF for 60 years. 

The program was given by Eli Nannis, K4JMH. It was a slide 
program on the many radio items that were made by the National 
Radio Company, and most of our members had owned this radio 
equipment, both receivers and transmitters. Some of this 
equipment is still in use at the present time. 

— Reported by Jay Strom, K9BSL 
GATOR CHAPTER 

There were 40 members and guests at the February 2n1 

meeting at Stacey’s Buffet in Clearwater. 


The program was given by Douglas Corwell, KB4BZ an in- 
structor on genealogy at the St. Petersburg Junior College. He 
has some of our members interested in looking up their family 
tree. 

Attending the meeting was John Edell, K8LBZ, president of 
the Canton Ohio Chapter and co-chairman of the 1991 QCWA 
National Convention. He gave a very interesting talk on the 
preparing of the convention. 

A list of frequencies was distributed on broadcast stations in 
the Middle East. 

President Paul Turner, W1DLP presented Secretary Eli 
Nannis, K4JMH with a Century Club Certificate and a 55th Au- 
niversary Award. 

A club roster will be made up and sent out next month. 

The next meeting was on March 2nd at our usual meeting 
place. 

— Reported by Eli Nannis, K4JMH 
SUWANNEE CHAPTER 

Our chapter held its first meeting of the 1991 season at Don’s 
Smorgasbord in Ocala on February 28th with 51 members and 
guest in attendance. 

Certificates were awarded to Doug Morick, W3NNT for 50 
years and Jack Ryder, K41HX for 65 years. 

Members were reminded that dues were due and payable by 
March list to ensure continued mailing of the bi-monthly 
newsletters. 

Several new membership applications are in process and they 
will be announced at the April 25th meeting. 

The program was presented by Ms. Polly Carson from 
Jacksonville, a special agent for the FBI. She gave a talk on video 
presentation which dealt with the severe drug problem all of us 
face in this day and age. It was especially sobering to see and 
hear the drastic intensity of the problem with our young people. 

Program chairman for the April meeting will be Rollo Medler, 
W4ANN. . . the subject to be announced at a later date. 

The chapter always welcomes visitors to these luncheon 
sessions and we encourage any and all QCWA eligibles to join our 
ranks. — Reported by Ray Chartier, WIRFE 

CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER 

Master Chef Frank La Londe, W4PBL had a full-page writeup 
in the Lakeland Ledger concerning his culinary abilities. 

Bill Gilman, WT4F had heart surgery again, but he is 
recovering nicely and will soon be supervising installation of the 
new control system on the Lakeland Radio Club repeater. Best 
wishes to Berta Tucker, XYL of Ulis, W4YRK for a speedy 
recovery from a broken arm. QCWA QSY P. 11 top. 


25 Years a Ham? 


if QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASS'N, ve. | 


© Preserves ne promotes Amateur 
adio 
e Awards & recognition for members 
© Over 160 local chapters 
e CW and SSB nets © QSO parties 
© Over $4,000.00 awarded annually 
in youth scholarships 


You owe yourself the privilege of 
QCWA affiliation 


40th 
Anniversary 


Quarter Century Wireless Assoc. 
1409 Cooper Dr. « Irving, TX 75061 
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Ti STA RTEK INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


8 DIGITS 

2 GATE TIMES 

ALUMINUM CABINET FRE 
AC e DC e BATTERY 

FULL YEAR WARRANTY 


Absolutely the best values in the frequency counter industry. Choose 
either the STARTEK Model 1500A or the 1500HS for finding and 
counting RF frequencies from 4 to 1500 MHZ (1.5 GHZ). The 1500HS 
is the same size and has the same features as the 1500A but in 
addition contains Monolithic Microwave Integrated Circuit, Low 
Noise Amplifiers which provide an “ULTRA HIGH SENSITIVITY” 
signal input. The 1500A can be purchased without the custom NI- 
CAD batteries and AC adaptor, the 1500S is priced complete. Both 
counters can be powered by 9-12 VDC ai: AC adaptor or internal 
NI-CAD batteries. The excellent HF to 
UHF sensitivity of these instruments 
makes them ideally suited for use with 


© @ @ @ 


an antenna to find and display transm: ‘ 1.8 GHZ 1.§ GHZ COUNTER 
frequencies from handheld, fixed and HIGH SENSITIVITY RF COUNTER 15008 
mobile radios such as: police, ham 

surveillance, phone, marine, aircraft, etc se oe es SL aes 
They can be used with the model #DC- RANGE - MHZ RANGE MHz 

10 Probe to measure computer clocks, 


reer & isog0gcgog ‘SO00000 
TYPICAL INPUT SENSITIVITY 
IN MILLIVOLTS RMS 


4800 HS 
FREQUENCY 1500 A 1500HS 
10-600 MHZ 5-30mV <4 mV . ; 
150 MHZ 8 mV 5 mV + . 
800 MHZ 50 mV 3 mV : oes ; eee 
1.3 GHZ 250 mV 15 mV romeo | Srarre 
#1500A 1-1500 MHZ Frequency Counter Only $99.95 #1500A/C Counter Including NI-CAD Pack & AC ADP.......... 128.95 
#1500HS —_-HI-SENS Counter Inc. NI-CAD Pack and AC ADP. ...169.00 
-15 Custom Internal NI-CAD Pack (installed) 20. 
ae hig MWe ohPhiHR eA so BM i Tg #TA-90 - Telescoping BNC Antenna, General Usage............ 12.00 


#AC-15 110 VAC to9 VDC Adaptor: ai _ 9.00 #DC-10 Probe; 50:OHMs 1X83 Fii@ablen.) eee eee re 20.00 


sew - MODEL DT-90 DRAM TESTER 


The DT-90 is a new, compact memory IC tester that can READ/WRITE 
-FUNCTION TEST, VOLTAGE TEST and MEASURE THE SPEED of 1 MEG 
x 1, 256K x 1 and 64K x 1 Dynamic RAMS. LED indicators show 3 Vcc 
TEST VOLTAGES and a RED/GREEN LED flashes when test is running 
then indicates PASS or FAIL. A switch is provided to continuously cycle 
a test if desired. The DT-90 is housed in a rugged aluminum cabinet 3.4” 
W x 3.8" Hx 1” D. Two ZIF TEST SOCKETS are provided for the IC under 
test. The unit is powered by a 110 VAC to 9 VDC @ 300 mA adaptor which 
is included. The DT-90 is sold in KIT FORM with complete assembly 
instructions or FACTORY ASSEMBLED, calibrated and tested. 


MODEL DT-90-CK MODEL DT-90 
$8 95 Kit $11 00 Factory 
Form Assembled 
TOLL FREE ORDER LINE 


MADE IN USA 800-638-8050 
FOR INFO PLEASE CALL (305) 561-2211 - 
STARTEK INTERNATIONAL, INC 


? “ORDERS TO US & CANADA \ az 
398 NE 38TH ST. FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 43334 4npem 6/1194 siny omen) (cof VISA 
PHONE: (305) 561-2211 FAX: (305) 561-9133 FL RES. ADD SALES TAX, COD $3.50 ae 
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QCWA FM P. 9 
Charlie, WB4NSQ has a new two-meter antenna. Danny, 
WIPCD is sold on Delta loop antennas. Al, W4OFT is about done 
with his new antenna farm. Bud, W9QVA keeps his computer hot. 
Norm, W2HGV has a rotary dipole for 24/18 MHz. Orv Johnson, 
WESBF/ has a new car. 
Frank, VE1FY can show you copies of the Canadian QST... 
quite different from our domestic version, | 
Floyd Frisby, WB4RSC sends regards to all from his new Les 
in Rochester, New York. 
See you all on the net, 7243 KHz Saturdays at 9:00a.m. 
— Reported by Jim Gundry, W4JM 


MARS FM P. 6 

“Tf this strikes a pleasant note in your mind, if you like 
traffic handling, if you would like to improve your 
operating procedures, if you would like to be associated 
with a great. bunch of people, then talk with a MARS 
member and see if you qualify for membership. No dues, no 
hassle, just some of your spare time.”’ 

As I’ve said before in this column, I’m very proud to be a 
Florida Army MARS member. We have the best people in the 
world and, together, we learn, we share knowledge and 
viewpoints, we have a unity of purpose. 

The hamfest season continued strong in February with 
February 28rd being the day of at least three — Brooksville, Stu- 
art and Pensacola. 

This reporter attended the Pensacola Hamfest where, thanks 
to Bud, AAV4QF, a MARS table was made available to us. The 
attractive and informative table was manned by Matt, AAT4MD; 
Bob, AAR4QH;.Lori, AAT4JK; Jack, AAR4UA; and Dale, 
AAT4QV. 

Pensacola is a Navy town, but Army was equally well 
represented — each with 16 check-ins. Air Force had three. 

Many hams stopped by and expressed an interest in joining 
Army MARS. More than 20 application sets were distributed. 
Others who weren’t able to join promised to ‘‘spread the word”’ 
about MARS services. It was a very productive and enjoyable 
day. 

“It is the lifted face that feels the shining of the sun.”’ 


“KNIGHTS OF THE KILOCYCLE”’ 
3910 kc, Sunday Morning 1230Z 0730 EST 
By Bob McDow, W4KOG 

I spent a very nice Saturday morning at the Stuart Hamfest 
last month. That will probably be the last one for me this season. 
There are a couple of notable ones left, but they’re priced out of 
my league. I had hoped that Orlando would be more reasonable 
after their stint at the convention center, but I think I’ll wait for 
Melbourne in September: 

I’ve just finished charging out the batteries in my motorhome. 
You would think that for the price they get for these things, they 
could use some common sense in the design. Everyone I’ve seen 
put two small 12-volt batteries in parallel for their auxiliary 
source of electricity. One of them will always drain the other, and 
both will eventually be ruined. 

It would be much better to either put in one large-capacity, 
heavy-duty battery or to use two regular six-volt batteries in 
series. Also, it would be nice if they would put a current limiting 
circuit on their chargers, so the charging rate would stop when 
the battery is fully charged. 

It would also be nice if you could locate a good wiring diagram 
for the vehicle! !! 

Just to bring everyone up-to-date: 

Don, K7DWT has taken over the operation of the ‘‘Health and - 
Welfare” Fund, and I’ll try to continue the monthly article to 
Skip. We both would like to hear from any of the ‘‘Knights’’ who 
have any input to either the welfare or the newsy side of the net 
members. (No input is too small, and we can sure use the info. ) 

Got to wish Shirley, W4WPD a happy birthday and a happy 
anniversary to John, N4LNM and his XYL. It was good to hear 
Shirley when she checked in last month. We miss her and Eula, 
K40EP when they miss the net. 


SEEN at the City of Palms Hamfest in Ft. Myers, XYL of 
K4ZK, Bill K4ZK, Blaine WA4EIC, Esteva IWYL of EIC, 


And Miss Phil KA4FZI. (Photo by WA4PFK) 


NORTHWEST FLORIDA HAM NEWS 
By Bob Watson, W4DTV 

Received a call this morning that KP4BL, Pepin, in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, became a “‘silent key,” at 69. He is an old-time friend 
and retired FAA engineer. His daughter is a ‘‘ham”’ and lives at 
Eglin Air Force Base. 

Received word that Brenda Pride of Niceville, the blind girl, 
received her novice call KC4TBE and she is now studying to 
upgrade. 

The Okaloosa Walton Community College had 15 people report 
for the new novice class and are expecting more on Thursday, 
October 4th, the second night. 

The Playground Amateur Radio Club (PARC) is issuing in- 
vitations to all amateurs and friends to take part in the “‘Picnic in 
the Park”’ being held at the Liza Jackson Park, FWB on October 
21st. See you there. 

The PARC had four people report in for FCC Upgrade Exams. 
Seven elements were given . . . five elements were passed. All four 
passed on or more elements. 

Our very good friend, WB4ORK, Bill Pate, is now being em- 
ployed at Ft. Rucker, Enterprise, Alabama and is commuting back 
and forth for the time being. He is missed because he was the 
primary NOARC repeater maintenance man as well as a good club 
member. 

Who remembers the ‘“Matecumbe Key Hurricane”’ in 1935? I 
was there. 

For all the ‘‘sailors’”’ what is an ‘‘ARMED” lead-line? And why? 

Again, I wish to thank the Hamm-Ramm, NOFAR and QUA 
Army monthly news letters.as: PCARC, OARC and others they are 
appreciated and read from cover-to-cover. 

Iam trying a new approach to promote the sale of Florida Skip, 
which consists of making copies of certain portions or articles on 
my excellent copier and presenting them to prospective sub- 
scribers. It works some times. 

Oh yes, I went to the Mobile Hamfest and must say that it is a 
tremendous improvement over the last year(s). The space was 
excellent, plenty of room and plenty of good free parking. I’m 
looking forward to going again next year. 

The Biloxi‘Hamfest will be over before this gets printed, but plan 
to attend. It is in the old Coast Guard hangar on Point Cadet. Mobile 
and Biloxi are part of my life, having lived in both places many 
years ago. 

_ Just received word Allen Parr, N4DQB, became a “‘silent key”’ 
last week in FWB. He will be missed by his many friends. 

The Gulf Coast Disaster Medical Assistance Team held a 
training exercise at Biloxi Keesler Air Force Base, Mississippi on 
the 29th. The amateur radio team furnished communications. 
Another exercise will be held on October 13th. Reported by Stan 
Cable, K4LPT. . . more information later. 

Will close for now with this thought for the day: ‘‘Anything good 
in life is either, illegal, immoral or fattening.” 

— 73's, 

Bob 
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TRAFFIC HANDLING 
By Joe Scungio, N4KFU 

With the traffic handling season upon us Dick, WA4PFK;; Bill, 
K4ZK; and Cotton, KB9LT, have voiced much concern regarding 
the handling and accuracy of messages. Their concern is the 
number of messages being sent with incorrect message text 
counts. 

Bill recently received 10 messages from a station and only one 
message had a correct text count. One might think that its the 
‘‘new” or ‘‘occasional”’ traffic handlers who have a problem with 
this. However, all agreed taht even ‘‘old-timers’’ have miscon- 
ceptions regarding the rules. 

That reminds me how many times I forget how to count book 
traffic? 

What would happen if you sent a letter with your name in the 
center of the envelope and the addressee information in the left 
corner? The postal service is obviously not the same as our 
amateur organization, but there is a correlation. We may feel that 
this is only a hobby, but we must have guidelines and try to follow 
them. 

Luckily most traffic handlers make an effort to do things 
correctly and well. Yes folks! Traffic handling includes the 
“‘packeteer”’ because quite often packet messages are relayed by 
other traffic handling modes. Care must be taken in the drafting 
and transmission of any message. 

Would you send a letter without the city, zip code and/or 
stamp? I have and needless to say I got it back. 

You can reduce or eliminate confusion when handling 
messages and counting the text of messages by pondering and 
following a few of these traffic handlerism’s: 

1. As WA4PFK says, ‘‘Any message, properly con- 
structed, will have the same word count regardless of 
which mode is used to transmit it.”’ 

2. W4TAH says, ‘73 is one word and there is no need to 
waste time by spelling it out because seventy-three is two 


DATA COMMUNICATIONS INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


—PRESENTS— 


COMLOOP-100 


HIGH TECHNOLOGY TRANSMIT/RECEIVE COMPACT LOOP ANTENNA 


BETTER THAN 1 KW CONTINUOUS POWER RATING 
FREQUENCY RATING RANGE 


MODE Ae nas silts beans 7.0 MHZ-29.0 MHZ TRANS/RECEIVE 
MODEL Bai). cana Fe viteas Sie vines 3.6 MHZ-16.4 MHZ TRANS/RECEIVE 
MODEL Ci 20s heise eme ie tt 2.1 MHZ-10.0 MHZ TRANS/RECEIVE 
MODEL Dit at as earecig ae oetuaba de oes 5.0 MHZ-29.0 MHZ TRANS/RECEIVE* 


*SPECIALLY DESIGNED FOR SHORTWAVE LISTENING 


REMOTELY TUNED BY STURDY GEARED STEPPED MOTOR 


ANTENNAS COME COMPLETE WITH 100 FEET OF COAXIAL CABLE 


and 100 FEET OF CONTROL CABLE FOR REMOTE TUNING 


TUNES TO 1:1 SWR PROVIDING AS PERFECT MATCH ALLOWING FULL 
POWER OUTPUT ON TRANSCEIVERS AND WITHOUT ANTENNA TUNER 


OPTIONS SWITCH BOX ALLOWS SWITCHING FEEDLINES AND MOTOR CONTROLLER 
COMPUTER INTERFACE PERMITS AUTO-TUNING FROM DATACOM-Y RADIO CONTROL PROGRAM 


words. 73 is traffic handlers jargon and translates to very © 
best regards. Therefore; use the ‘translation when 
delivering to non-hams because 73 means nothing to them.”’ 

3. KB9LT says, “‘2/30 is one word but 2 dash 30 is three 
words.”’ 

4. K4ZK says phone numbers, ‘813 (space or 
hesitation) 355 (space or hesitation) 5555 is three words, but 
813 dash 355 dash 5555 is five words. Save time and use 813 
355 5555. 

5. K4CY says, “‘Night letters don’t mean the message 
can contain 25 to 50 word texts. Messages should be 25 
words or less. 

6. ‘““ARL 8” in the preamble of a message means the 
message is an ARL numbered radiogram and the text count 
is’ 8. It is not the translation number. Do use the ARRL 
numbered radiogram format whenever possible. Its 
shorter and saves time. When used in the text we use: arl 
sixty one (spelled out). This translates to, ‘‘wishing you a 
very merry Christmas and a happy New Year.’’ ARL sixty 
one is a count of three while the translation is 11. Obviously 
the first is best. You might feel better making the 
statement, but there is no need to as the delivery station 
will translate it. We spell the ARL numbers so no errors will 
occur such as 13 for 23. (13 is a medical emergency while 23 
equates to location directions. Wouldn’t an error like this 
cause a person much consternation?) You can add other 
text with an arl number (some require it) and/or combine it 
with another ARL number. Some messages might contain 
nothing, but arl numbers. 

7. Do us handling instructions when appropriate in the 
preamble. Why spell it all out in text with OP notes or in- 
structions when these codes will suffice. 

8. Never change the call of the originating station. 

9. A good rule of thumb is never change any part of a 


message except the text check count and I qualify this. Not 
TFC. handling QSY P. 19 


DEARER FOR 
ICOM 
JRC & KLM 


—EACH ANTENNA IS INDIVIDUALLY TESTED ON OUR ANTENNA RANGE—20 PAGE MANUAL PROVIDED WITH 
EACH ANTENNA—ANTENNA SHIPPED READY:TO MOUNT—NO ASSEMBLY REQUIRED—PARTS AND 
LABOR GUARANTEED UNDER NORMAL USAGE — 


IDEAL FOR RESTRICTED SPACES 


EXCELLENT FOR FIELD DAY USE 


NOISE REDUCTION MAKES IT IDEAL FOR LOW FREQUENCIES OR NOISY AREAS 
(IF YOU CAN’T HEAR THEM, YOU CAN’T WORK THEM) 
CONSIDERABLY IMPROVES FRONT END PERFORMANCE OF RADIO ACTSASASELECTIVE FILTER HELPING 
TO ELIMINATE INTERMODULATION, FRONT END OVERLOADING 


ALL WEATHER DESIGN 


BREAKS APART FOR EASIER SHIPPING 


TEL. (305) 987-9505/989-9505 FAX (305) 987-4026 


PRICING ON REQUEST 
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BOX 5205 HOLLYWOOD, FL. 33033 


AVAILABLE 14 DAYS ARO 


Prices subject to availability and change without notice. 


FREE FRESH BREWED COFFEE ALL DAY, 


Mike’s Electronics 
1001 NW 52 Street 
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33309 
(305)49 11-7110 


FL WATS 1-800-427-3066 
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TRY TO BEAT | 
THIS ONE FOR 
1991! 


BY 
MS SARA DOES IT AGAIN........ | 


(Southeast Amateur Radio Association) 

SEVEN FULL NITES ON THE "SS SEA BREEZE” 
TO THE WESTERN CARIBBEAN PORTS OF: 
CANCUN, COZUMEL, GRAND CAYMAN ISLAND 
AND....MONTEGO BAY JAMAICA 


ALL THIS FOR THE LOWEST PRICE WE HAVE EVER BEEN ABLE TO 
GET FOR A SEVEN NITE CRUISE. 


»~ $680 DOUBLE/ OCC 


PER PERSON. PRICE INCLUDES: ALL PORT TAXES, PRIVATE 
COCKTAIL PARTY, BUS TRANSPORTATION TO AND FROM THE SHIP 
AND TRIP CANCELLATION INSURANCE FOR EVERYONE! 


4 
THIS CRUISE IS THANKSGIVING WEEK, 1991 (SHIP SAILS NOV. 24, 1991) 
WHAT A WAY TO SPEND THE HOLIDAY! 
FOR RESERVATIONS CONTACT: MONTE (N4LLZ) AT (305)748-1560 EVENINGS 


OR LEE AT 7 SEAS TRAVEL OF SUNRISE, (305)741-7704 P 


A DEPOSIT OF $50 PER PERSON IS REQUIRED, BUT A DEPOSIT OF $100 WILL GET 
YOU AN IMMEDIATE CABIN ASSIGNMENT. | 


BEST CABINS GO TO FIRST FULL DEPOSITS! 
DON'T MISS THIS ONE!!! 
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Evrs AMATEUR Rapio 


2513 S.W. 9th AVENUE 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33315 


Ey Left Turn Lane 


STATERD.84. — — —=——= 
Right Turn Lane 


1 ‘ ELI’S ) T | 
FT. LAUD. AIRPORT 


“THE LATEST IN NAME BRAND 
HAM EQUIPMENT” 
VISIT OUR USED GEAR DEPT. 
EQUIPMENT SOLD ON CONSIGNMENT 
LARGEST SELECTION OF BOOKS & 
PERIODICALS IN SOUTH FLORIDA!!! 


305 


525-0103 944-3383 
BROWARD FAX JADE Fax 


_ AMERICAN EXPRESS - MASTERCARD & VISA 
““SE HABLA ESPANOL” 
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WA8FON (404) 466-3241 

Xx°x~s, Omar Electronics, Inc. 
: 2130 Ga. Hwy. 81 SW 

ieee Loganville, GA 30249 


A.E.A. MFJ A.R.R.L. 
Alinco Kenwood Bencher 
Ameritron Yaesu Icom 
Pro-Am Uniden Van Gorden 
Comet Daiwa Connectors 


12240 NE 14th AVE. 


ELECTRONICS 
INTL., INC. Niue) 603-3028 


@ Distributor of electronic wire, cable, connectors, shrink tubi ng, 
and cable ties. 

@ Design and manufacturing of custom cable salonbrtee 

@ RF microwave and high voltage test facilities. _ 

@ Franchised distributor for Alpha, Amphenol, Belden, Cablewave, 

* Kings, Times and Tyton. 


GOOD STUFF CHEAP! 
a GSC ELECTRONICS 
iy Pp 


7715 INDUSTRIAL STREET 
WEST MELBOURNE, FL 32904 
(305) 727-8817 © FAX (305) 727-1546 
SURPLUS ELECTRONICS 
W4PLM 


STARTEK 


INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


! 


398 N.E. 38TH STREET, FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33334. 


PHONE (305) 561-2211 FAX (305) 561-9133 


: ronattvour REAL ESTATE neeos 


COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIDENTIAL * INDUSTRIAL 


MARK ROSNER e N4BDZ 


BROKFA — ASSOCIATE 
1-800-346-3859 


(305) 921-6610 
(305) 923-3333 
& ¢ 1905 ‘Hollywood Blvd. NS 
[veimone,} Hollywood, FL 33020 Es MES. 


DOC'S 


Communications 


Rossville, Ga, 30741 
404-866-2302 © 404-861-5610 
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“KNOWN FOR SERVICE” — 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS 
W4WYR 
Broker/Associate 
FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 
Office: (305) 233-4444 
Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 
Eves.: 642-4139 


Sumter County Amateur Radio Tribe 
Repeater 


BUFFALO 


Rt. 2 Box 431 
Bushnell, Fla. 33513 


Owned By Beverly Darbyson 
443.125 1 448.125 


Academy Awards 
and Signs Inc. 


Awards + Signs » Rubber Stamps 
DESK SETS - NAME TAGS 
Dan Wilson 
OWNER 


211N. 7th Street AB4LN 


Dade City, Fl 33525 904/521-3494 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO 
AND COMPUTER, INC. 


AMATEUR RADIO SALES/SERVICE; 
COMPUTERS 


International Radio & Computer, Inc. is now: 
. An authorized ICOM Dealer. 
. An authorized Kenwood Repair Service Center. 


3. Sells IBM Compatible Y ADDRE 


3804 South U.S. 1, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
1 (407) 489-5609 FAX No. 1 - (407) 464-6386 


Florida Custom Piastics 


CUSTOM ENGRAVING 
HARRY and JUNE KEITH 


KA4HWY 


@ ENGRAVED CALL AND NAME BADGES 
@ IDENTIFICATION PLATES 
@ DESK SETS AND PLASTIC SIGNS 


9900 Ulmerton Road No. 56 
Largo, Florida 34641 


LICENSE PLATES 
~ PLEXIGLASS SIGNS 


PHONE (813) 684-6121 


AMA 


CHOOSE SE Osea Receivers - VideoCiphers - IR 
Polorotors - Ku Band - Dishes - Actuators & Accessories 


HAMFEST BARGAINS ALL YEAR LON 


GULFSIDE REALTY INVESTMENTS, INC.,____ 
Offices In NAPLES & FORT MYERS 


STEVE CHAMBERLAIN-AI4R 


Licensed Real Estate Broker . 


- (813) 433-0331 


SOLAR POWER | 


o 


Solar Electric Power DIY Needs For 
Houses, Cabins, RV's, Boats, Chargers 


PV Panels, Controllers, Inverters, Lights, Fans, Pumps 
Product and Design Information, Catalogs and Orders 


YOUNG'S SOLAR SHOP 407-383-SUNY 
P.O. Box 156° Titusville, Florida 32781-0156 


Repairs on all Amateur brands! 
THE source For: 49% OFF W/ 


@ AMATEUR 
@ COMMUNICATIONS Pe pt AD 

@ SATELLITE (1/customer) 
@ SECURITY 

ot ee naan sIM-KA2MBE 


SALES, SERVICE & REPAIR Oe ath AVE, 
NOW TOLL FREE = ocata, Fv. 32671 


3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
g 
: 
ho) 
rr 19501008(tone)-0744 236-0744 


Compliments Of 


THE PALMETTO 
AMATEUR RADIO 
OPEN REPEATER CLUB 


.85/,25 


FLORIDA GULF COAST AMATEUR RADIO COUNCIL, INC. 
1st ARRL Affiliated Council 


f 
D 
*y 


CONVENTION 


38rd Weekend in November 


FGCARC - P.O. BOX 157 + | CLEARWATER, FL 34617 


Quality yame 
Tower %8o£F\0KI0% 


Service 


@antenna Installation ¢Rotor Replacement 


@ Tower Installation/Dismantling 
‘Mark Lavallee N4XGZ r 
1900 North 39th Avenue "Reasonable Rates 
Hollywood, FL 33021-4841 (305) 961-2642 


rerec@res 14 
oe 


THe 


ED ROLLER, K4IA 
HERB PHELAN, KA4VWB 


HARRY MOTTINGER, K4ZNB 
FLORA CAVENDER, W4/TI2AZ 


BEV CAVENDER, W4ZD & TI2BEV 
Write for free real estate catalog 
1349 U.S. 27 North, Lake Placid FL 33852 
FL WATS 1-800-673-7610 FAX: (813) 465-9669 


CORPORATION 
Realiors Since 1957 


Law OFFICES OF 
WEINER, ROBBINS, TUNKEY, Ross, 
AMSEL & RABEN, P. A. 


JEFFREY S. WEINER 


ATTORNEY AT LAW 


KUAQLY 


TELEPHONES (24 HOURS) 
DADE CO. (305) 858-9550 
BROWARD CO. (3085) 522-6244 
WATS (800) 226-9550 


DIRECTORY 
ATTENTION ALL 
_ FLORIDA Q.C.W.A. CHAPTERS 
- Florida Skip will be publishing a directory of any 
QCWA chapter in Florida. Send me. Eli Nannis, K4JMH, 
14996 Imperial Point Drive North, Largo, Florida 
34644, 


LAWYERS PLAZA » FOURTH FLOOR 
2250 SOUTHWEST THIRD AVENUE 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 33129-2095 
FACSIMILE (305) 858-7491 


FLORIDA STATE Q.C.W.A.NET _ 
The Florida State QCWA Net meets every a 
8:00.a.m. on 3955 KHz. 


CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER 
The Central Florida Chapter meets all year-round at the Sizzler 
Steakhouse, 3105 U.S. Highway 98 North, near I-4, Lakeland, 
Florida. They meet the third Saturday of each month at 11:30a.m. 
For more information contact: Frank La Londe, W4PBL, 3840 
Charter Road, Lakeland, Florida 33809 or phone him at (813) 858- 
8346. 


morning at 


FLORALA CHAPTER- 

The Florala meets the second Saturday of each month at 12:00 
noon at the Hickory House Restaurant, Ft. Walton Square 
Shopping Center, 99 Eglin Parkway, Northeast. 


ie information contact John Zwaska, W4WKQ, (904) 


GATOR CHAPTER 
The Gator Chapter meets the first Saturday of each month at 


Stacey’s Buffet on Missouri Avenue, Midway Shopping Center, 
Clearwater at 11:30a.m. 


For more information contact: Eli Nannis, K4JMH at (813) 595- 


_ 3111 or at 14996 Imperial Point Drive, North, Largo, Florida 34644. 


PALIFAX CHAPTER 12. 
Covers Flagler Co. Ormond Beach, Daytona Bch. Holly 
Hill, New Smyrna Bch., Edgewater. Metts 2nd Sat each 
month at. Prime Steak Seafood Rest, Volusia. Rt. 92 E 
near I-95, Daytona Beach: Details from Al 904-672-2324 
of Jack W4OKE 904-673-0931. 


PALM BEACH CHAPTER 
The Palm Beach Chapter meets at the Prosperity Oaks Dining 
Room on Prosperity Farms Roa@, south of PGA Boulevard at 12:00 
noon on the last Tuesday of each month. : 
For information contact: Bob McDow,W4KOG at (407) 848-2352. 


PELICAN CHAPTER 
The Pelican Chapter meets the third Wednesday of each month 
at Stacey’s Buffet on 34th Street North, St. Petersburg, near Third 
Avenue, North. The time is 11:30 a.m. 
For more information contact: Paul Turner, W1DLP, 109 Pindo : 
Palm West, Largo, Florida 34640 or phone him at (813) 585-9830. 
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AUBURNDALE AREA : 

W5YI exams, technical through extra, are to be held on the third Saturday of each 
month starting at 9:00 a.m. They will be held in the First Presbyterian Church on 410 
Pilaklakaha Avenue (PK Avenue), Auburndale, Florida. Between Winter Haven and 
Lakeland on Highway 92. Turn off 92nd on Ariana Avenue, go two stop signs and turn left 
on PK Avenue. It’s the second building on right. 

Walk-ins accepted on test available basis. Reservations requested. There is a fee of 
$5.25 for tech through extra. 

For information contact: Pete Salvage at (813) 646-2526 or Bill Loop at (813) 967-5952. 

BREVARD COUNTY 

ARRL/VEC exams by Consolidated V.E.’s of Brevard County — Room Q-22 — Florida 
Institute of Technology — Melbourne — 10:00 a.m. (check-in 0930) — third Saturday of 
every month. 

No pre-registration required. Form 610 provided. Bring original and photocopy of 
current license. 


HIALEAH ' 
W5YI coordinated tests — novice through extra, every third Saturday of month at 
8 p.m. Due to space limitations pre-registration is encouraged. Fee is $4.95. 
Contact Ivan Prada, KP4EDL at (305) 829-0602 from 7 to 9 p.m. for more information. 


SUNRISE 


CAVEC exams by Racal-Milgo in Sunrise twice per month; on the first Saturday at 
8:45 a.m. and on the third Thursday at 7:30 p.m. at 1601 N.W. 136th Avenue (North 
Harrison Parkway). 

No pre-registration required. 

Bring: the original and one copy of your license, the original of any credit certificate 
(or copy of FCC Form 610 for novice credit), proof of identity (driver’s license with 
photo, ete.) and $2 (except novice which is free). 

For further information call: Chip Allen, AK4Y at his home at 476- 8761; or Joe 
Loewy, KB4FO either at his home 434-8211 or work 846-4567. For 24-hour recorded in- 
formation call 846-4444, 

Talk-in on 145.270 (Tx 600 KHz). 


CITRUS COUNTY 
License exams are scheduled for the third Saturday in the odd numbered months at 
8:30 a.m. at the Citrus County Emergency Operations Center on West Southern Street in 
Lecanto, (West off C.R, 491, one-quarter mile north of S.R. 44,) 
Reservations preferred, walk-ins accepted while supplies last. Bring original ham 
license and photocopy, certificates for prior exam credits if any, photo identification as 


driver’s license, pen & pencils and $5.25 fee. Phone Dwight, 
KJ4AP, (904) 746-4306 for reservations and information. 


Crestview: 

FCC exams are given the second Saturday of each third month (February, May. 
August and November) at 9:00.a,m, at the Council on Aging Building, 298 South Wilson 
Street, Crestview, Florida, Fee $5.25. Walk-ins welcome. Bring original and copy of 
license, and a photo identification. For more information contact Bill Pate, WB4ORK. 
Route 1, Box 189, Crestview, Florida; telephone (904) 682-0539. a 


DADE CITY AREA 

W5YI exams — technician through extra class (novice exams by reservation only) — 
are conducted the third Wednesday of each month except December, in the Tampa 
Electric Company, Community Room, 602 East Meridian Avenue (two blocks east of 
Highway 301) in Dade City, Florida at 6:30 p.m. 

Bring the original and a photocopy of your current license, any CSCE and a $5.00 fee. 

Form 610 will be furnished and pre-registration is recommended. Exams by ap- 
pointment will be conducted for those persons with special needs. 

Contact Dan Wilson, AB4LN at (904) 521-3494 or (904) 583-5120 evenings and week- 
ends for further information. 


DADE COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO EXAMINATIONS 

Exams will be held at the Dade County Emergency Operations Center, 5600 S.W. 87th 
Avenue, Miami, Florida 33173, at 9:00 a.m. on the second Saturday of the month. 

Walk-in exams on test available basis. Bring a photocopy of your current license, photo 
identification, pen and pencil and a $4.75 check payable to ARRL/VEC. FCC Form 610 
available at exam, ms : 

For further information contact Tom Sherwood, AL7HW at 255-3170 after 5:00 p.m. 


NORTH DADE — SOUTH BROWARD AREA ' 
FCC exams are given on the fourth Thursday of each month by a W5YI-VEC team at 
6§:30.p.m. prior to the regular monthly meeting of the Fellowship Amateur Radio Club at 
Ingall’s Park in Hallandale at 735 S.W. 1st Street. 
No charge for novice. . . all others $5.25. 
Bring the original of your license, a photocopy and positive identification. 
For more information call Howard, N4EBT at 935-5214 or Norm, K4RBR at 823-5437 


(Oven BPs V.E.C, 1999 EXAM SCHEDULE 
Fort Walton Beach: 

ARRL/VEC exams by Playground ARC, are held quarterly at the clubhouse — 17 East 
First Street, Fort Walton Beach. The 1990 dates are March 10th, June 9th, September 8th 
and December 8th. Doors open at 8:30 a.m. Walk-ins are welcome, Fee is $4.95. For futher 
EE Hes tay contact Bill Hord, W4WIJ at (904) 243-9720; or Hal Byrd, WG4X at (904) 243- 

Whe WEST PASCO COUNTY 

The Gulf Coast Amateur Radio Club is sponsoring ARRL/VEC exam sessions — 
novice through extra — on the first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. Location is the 
Adult Education Center, 5520 Grand Boulevard, New Port Richey. 

RP tia accepted on a materials available basis. Pre-registration is strongly ad- 

__ Bring original and photocopy of current amateur radio license, positive iden- 
tification, check for $5.25 payable to ARRL/VEC (no fee for novice exam) and original 
and photocopy of any CSCE. 

Form 610 will be furnished. Talk-in on 146.67 (Tx-600) « 


ante information contact Fred, AA4FG at (813) 849-1224 or Ralph, W2GLW (813) 842- 
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HERNANDO COUNTY EXAMS 
The Hernando Volunteer Examining Council (HERVEC) with Clover Leaf ARC and 
Spring Hill ARC co-sponsors are conducting monthly exams novice through extra, each 
third Wednesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. at Springfield High School in Spring Hill. The 
Clover Leaf Visitor’s Center in Brooksville is the alternate exam site. 3 
Walk-ins are welcome. 
For information contact Paul Sauer, K4ZC at (904) 683-3167. 


; LAKE COUNTY — CENTRAL FLORIDA 
W5YI-VEC exams will be held on the following Saturdays in 1991: April 20th, May 
18th, July 20th, September 21st, October 19th and November 16th. Test time is 9:30a.m. 
The location is the Lake Amateur Radio Association Clubhouse, just west of Tavares, 


.Florida. Go two miles west of Tavares on U.S. Highway 441 to CR 473. North one mile on 


CR 473 to the Haines Creek Baptist Church. The clubhouse and 180-foot tower are behin: 
the church. ; 

Walk-ins permitted. ‘ : 

Bring a copy of ham license, copies of any certificates of successful completion of 
exam and positive identification. Cost is $5.25 for 1991. 

_Talk-in on 147.255, K4FC, repeater. 

For information contact Paul, K3NON at (904) 343-8729 or Millie, KQ4R at (904) 343- 

0075. 


MARION COUNTY FLORIDA ‘ 

Tests are given the second Monday of every second month (February, April, June, 
August, October and December) at 7:00 p.m. (sharp) . . . novice through extra. Walk- 
ins are welcome. 

The location is the Green Clover Hall in the Marion County Government Complex off 
Route 40 on Ft. King and 25th Avenue in Ocala, Florida. 

Bring $4.95 and a copy of license. 

For more information call R. Brenner, KA4RWB at (904) 237-5783 or write to 5690 
S.W. 36th Avenue, Ocala, Florida 32674 and senda SASE for a reply. 

OCALA/CENTRAL FLORIDA = 

W5YI exams are held each month (except November and December) on the last 
Thursday, 7:30 p.m. at the St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church, 2802 N.E. 7th Street, Ocala, 
Florida. r 

All exams, novice through extra, are given on a walk-in basis. Fee is $4.75. Novices are 
free. Talk-in is available on 145.130 repeater. : 

For information contact Jim, KA2MBE at (904) 236-0744; or Joe, KA4WJB at (904) 351- 
0985, 


PALM BEACH i 

Palm Beach Amateur Radio Council and Palm Beach Community College Amateur 
Radio Club are giving amateur radio license tests the third Saturday of each month at 9:0¢ 
a.m. at Palm Beach-Community College, 4200 Congress Avenue, Lake Worth, Florida, 
Criminal Justice Room 101, for $4.95. 

Walk-ins permitted as long as we have test materials available. 

pe tests are October 13th and 14th at hamfest at South Florida Fair Grounds on State 
Road 80, 

For information call Graf Buckenmaier at (407) 582-7617. 


PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA 
Test date and time is January 12th, April 13th, July 13th and October 12th, 1991 at 
10:00 CST, Walk-in time is 9:30 a.m, 
The site is the Civil Defense Building, Main Conference Room, 644 Mulberry Avenue, 
Panama City, Florida. . 
No cash. Make checks payable to ARRL/VEC. No charge for novice. All other 
classes will be $5.25. pues , 
For information write Charles Hickman, 2402 West 21st Street, Panama City, Florida 
32405 or phone (904) 785-0449, 
BOCA RATON 
The Siemens Amateur Radio Club sponsors ARRL/ VEC coordinated exams the third 
Friday every month at 17:30 hours, except December which will be the second Friday. 
The tests will be given at the Spanish River High School, 5100 Jog Road, Room 8207, Boca 
Raton. 
Pre-registration is recommended, but walk-ins are accepted if testing materials are 
available. Novice exams are free. . . all others are $4.95. 
Bring a photo identification, your original license and a copy and the original and a 
copy of any CSCE’s. All forms are provided. 
Contact Ron Diego at (407) 994-7168 during business hours or (407) 487-1726 evenings 
and weekends for more information or to pre-register. 
s PENSACOLA 
CAVEC exams will be held on the third Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m. The loca- 
tion is the West Florida Hospital in the cafeteria. ; 
For further information contact Bill, WA4YRN at (904) 476-8537 at his home or (904) 
474-8328 at his workplace. 
PORT SAINT LUCIE AREA 
Fort Pierce, Florida ¢ Saint Lucie County 
The Fort Pierce ARC is sponsoring ARRL/ VEC’s each month on the fourth Saturday. 
at the Saint Lucie Emergency Operations Center. Go west of I-95. Pass Highway 713 to 
Rock Road. It is on the right-hand side. ; 


Register at 9:00 a.m. and the test will be given at 9:30a.m. 
Details from fred Newmann WZEUX 407 340-1069 


DUNEDIN — TAMPA BAY AREA 

W5YI-VEC coordinated amateur radio exams are conducted by the Dunedin ARC VE 
testing team on the first Monday of every month. If the first Monday is a holiday, then the 
tests are held on the second Monday. ar 

Testing begins at 7:00 p.m. in the Foreign Language Building, Number 99, Dunedin 
High School, 1615 Pinehurst Road, Dunedin. 

Remember to bring with you, two forms of identification, originals and copies of your 
license and CSCE’s if any and the $4.95 fee required for the tech through extra exams. 


. Talk-in on 145.110 or 145.310 (Tx-600). 


For registration and/or information call WC2G at (813) 938-7810 or W8RH at (813) 535- 
2034. Mailing address is: P.O. Box 1851, Dunedin, Florida 34697. ' 
TAMPA EVENING TESTING 

W5YI-VEC exams will be held the last Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. (except 
November and December). Sessions will be replaced by one date in early December due 
to holidays. (Phone for exact date during November.) 

Testing location is the second floor of the American Red Cross Building, 217 North 
Howard Avenue, Tampa. 

Novice exams are free. All others $4.75 cash. Bring with you the original and a 


photocopy of your current license and original and photocopies of CSCE’s, if any. 


To resolve questions or obtain holiday season dates contact Scott, KA4FRO at (813). 
685-2514. . 


‘ 


To 


QCWA CITRUS CHAPTER 
The QCWA Citrus Chapter meets on the third Saturday of each 
month at Stacey’s Buffet in Altamonte Springs at noon. 
For more information contact Don Fisher, W4PLA, 143 Hilltop 
Place, Altamonte Springs, Florida 32701; phone (407) 331-0456. 


Royal Palm Chapter QCWA, No. 152. 

Meeting Place: Elks Club, Airport Road, Naples. 

Meeting Time: 11:30a.m., second Tuesday of each month. 

President: George G. Slade, W1GOG, 4617 Lakewood 
Boulevard, Naples, FL 33962; (813) 793-3533. 


SOUTHEAST CHAPTER 
The Southeast Chapter meets on the third Saturday of each 
month at noon at Denny’s Restaurant, 7411 N.W. 36th Street, 
Miami, Florida 33166. 
For more information contact Art Rauch, W4VZ, 10950 S.W. 
105th Avenue, Miami, Florida 33176-3435; (305) 274-9709. 


SOUTHEAST FLORIDA CHAPTER 

The Southeast Florida Chapter meets at the Denny’s 
Restaurant, 7411 S.W. 36th Street, Miami, Florida the third 
Saturday, every month at noon. 

For more information contact: Herb Bernard, W4JXA, 1641 
S.W. 92nd Place, Miami, Florida 33155 or phone him at (305) 264- 
8807. You can also contact: Art Rauch, W4VZ, 10959 S.W. 105th 
Avenue, Miami, Florida 33176 or phone him at (305) 274-9709. 


SUNCOAST CHAPTER 


The Suncoast Chapter meets the first Thursday of the month, 


October through May at the House of Chong on the west side of 
Route 41 — just south of the junction of Route 72 — at 11:30a.m. 
For inforamtion contact: Bob Bookwalter, W4NWF, at (813) 485- 


7928. TREASURE COAST CHAPTER 
The Treausre Coast Chapter meets the third Thursday of each 
month at 11:30 a.m. at the Vero Beach Inn, Route A1A. or 
For more information contact Secretary/Treasurer, Dr. W.R. 
Staples, W4SME, P.O. Box 782202, Sebastian, Florida 32978; (407) 


_ 664-6750. 
SUWANNEE CHAPTER NO. 62 


DIRECTORY LISTING FOR ‘FLORIDA SKIP’ 

The Suwannee Chapter No. 62 meets the fourth Thursday of the 
months of February, April, June, August and October, and the 
second Thursday in December at Don’s Smorgasbord on 36th Ave- 
nue, one block south of Silver Springs Boulevard, in Ocala, 
Florida. The time is 11:30a.m. 

For more information contact: Ray Chartier, WIRFE at (904) 
694-5439. 


Traffic «FM °Pie2 

- sure of what you copied? Get a confirmation. If the text 
count is wrong you might put 16/17 if you found an extra 
word. On voice you’d say, ‘16 corrected to 17” or ‘‘16 
CORRECTED TO 13” if less. However, the original sending 
station should have had it correct, but maybe it was garbled 
during the various relays. Get it straight before you QSL. 

10. Signature(s) are not counted as part of the text count 
and should be limited to the signer of the message. Closing 
remarks such as love and regards are part of the text and 
are not included in the signature. 

11. Each X or X-RAY used in the text is one word and 
acts as a period. Never end a message text with an X or X- 
RAY. ‘‘Query”’ is one word and follows a question. 

12. If possible, provide phone numbers as some traffic 
handlers won’t take messages without them. Don’t hesitate 
to send a message without a phone number, but remember 
that providing more identifying data increases the chance 
of delivery. 

13. To make it easier to count text you might try this 
while copying: 5 words to a line if by pencil, 10 words if by 
typewriter/RTTY. Sounds like something that Paul the old 
Bostonian would say, Hi! 

14. How you send is very important whethery by cw, ssb, 

. packet or whatever. If you pause or leaveasp ac einthe 


wrong place it may be unreadable of mess up the message 

text count. How about Stan Hagan vs Stanhagen??? 

Hope this jogged your memory or that you learned something 
from this! I did. If not, you are already in old N4KFU’s ‘‘Marconi 
Hall of Fame.” Sorry, but if you knew these but forgot one or two 
your members in this prestigious organization is in serious 


jeopardy. 

In conclusion, I’m sure the difficulties described are just that, 
and am sure amateur radio, nee traffic handling, is not going the 
way we see many things going in everyday life. Can’t happen in 
traffic handling bands? Talk to W4TAH or better yet, tune across 
the band and you’ll hear risque’ (the word Swede used was more 
explicit) poems, cussing, calls such as MEOW, FCC, etc., etc. 

Yup! Even FCC. WOW! Or is that “woow.” Hummm!! 
Maybe that’s a new series of calls the FCC issued. That’s a big 
fower ten Jolly Roger. Oops! Better turn my CB off. I ain’t lost it 
yet folks because my Xmas wish to Santa is that since I use some 
frequencies all the time that I be allowed to own one like some 
people do. Maybe a tuneup frequency too Santa. 


NASA H.F. SHUTTLE 
COMM FREQS 

Ever wonder how NASA can hear the voices of the 
space shuttle astronauts from just about anywhere 
in the world? Well, sure, they have tracking 
stations all around the world but they also 
retransmit the shuttle communications using 
short-wave (SW) frequencies. The following is a 
list of frequencies that are assigned to NASA for 
space craft communications using the SW bands: 


SHORTWAVE FREQUENCIES (mhz) 2.622 - 6.693 - 
9.042 - 13.227 - 2.678 - 6.708 - 9.132 - 13.600 - 
3.850 - 7.461 - 10.780 - 14.397 - 3.860 - 7.675 - 
11.205 - 14.896 - 5.180 - 7.910 - 11.407 - 20.186 - 
5.190 - 8.972 - 12.160 - 20.197 - 5.350 - 8.981 - 
12.277 - 20.198 - 5.810 - 7.765 - 13.170 - 20.390 


(St. Lucie Rptr. Assoc. Newsletter) 


Maren 25 
FLORA Too Ay 


MAKES YA WONDER WHAT AMATEUR RADIO IS ALL ABOUT! 
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DX EQUIPMENT USED IN SOUTH FLORIDA 
By Tom Lewis, N4TL 
The South Florida DX Association has a bi-monthly newslet- 
ter. Every January a Tropical Hamboree edition is published. 
For the last few years Bill, K2PEQ has been taking a survey of 
members to see what equipment they use for DXing. This is an 
excerpt from the article Bill wrote: 
‘« , . Kenwood is still the clear choice for the club with 
28 out of 44, The 940, hands-down, is the club’s most used 
transceiver with 13, and is then followed by the 830 with 
eight, the 930 with six and the 680 with four. ICOM has a 
following of eight and Yaesu two. Drake still has three 
devotees. 
‘« ,. Twelve use the KT34A or KT34XA antenna and 
‘four use monobanders. Verticals still are the most used on 
40 and 80, but a few loops and a few beams are used on 40, 
and there is one beam on 80. Not many responses to draw a 
conclusion on 160, but those reporting are of the vertical 
type. 
‘* ,. I would like to own stock in Bencher after seeing 
the number of paddles being used... ”’ 
Bill also did a survey of how many countries the member 
have confirmed. This was done with and without deleted coun- 
tries. The members reported from 100 to 322 current countries 
confirmed. When deleted countries were added the numbers 
ranged from 100 to 356. 

As one can see some of the members are getting started while 
some have been around for quite a few years. 
__ If anyone wrote to me about the DX packet clusters in last 
month’s article, I may not have gotten your letter. Last month my 
zip code was listed wrong on page two. It should be 33309. My 
address has not changed since I received the N4TL call, so any 
callbook is okay to use. 
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ICOM BATTERY INSERTS 


KENWOOD BATTERY INSERTS 


7.2V 200mah $12.00 
600mah $15.00 
600mah $15.00 
PB-25/26 8.4v 500mah $18.00 
YAESU BATTERY INSERTS 
FNB-3/3A 10.8v 500mah 
$30.00 
$30.00 
MORE BATTERY INSERTS 
Tempo S1 Early 270mah 
Tempo S2/4/5 Late h 
Standard BP-1 
Ten-Tec BP1 
San-Tec #142#144Tabs 
Azden 300 Tabs 
Bearcat 
Regency MT1000 Tabs 
| : 
’ | VISA | [ Mastercord) 
EE Sw 


*Add $3.00 Shipping FREE Catalogue 


TNR The Battery Store 
279 Douglas Ave., Suite 1112 


Altamonte Springs, FL 32714 
1-800-346-0601 


Radio Buffs 
N4EDO Amateur Radio Sales 


4400 Hwy. 19-A ¢ Mount Dora, FL 32757 


1-800-828-6433 


Find out why thousands of customers have switched to us. 


199.1 


CALL END SAR 


For the 18th year, FLORIDA SKIP is sending to it’s 
members a Ham Shack Size calendar. The one shown 
here is in four colors, actual size. If you would like 
one, send us a Self Addressed Stamped Envelope (SASE) 
any size. Send it with your Renewal payment or any 
HAMBAR ad. We give one day service. They are 

Free, but donations accepted. Editor. SEASONS GREET- 
ing to all. 


at 


: RATE CARD INFORMATION 

HAMBAR service of electronic equipment only is available to all sub- 
scribers, amateurs and non-amateurs at the rate of 10 cents per word, 
which includes address, call sign, etc. Minimum charge for any HAM- 
BAR is $3.00. All commercial and non-subscribers rate is 15 cents per 
word. Minimum charge of $5.00 for each HAMBAR. No reruns. Each 
HAMBAR must be resubmitted each month. No ad will be published un- 
less accompanied by full remittance! We require all HAMBAR ads con- 
tain the full mailing address, call sign, zip and area-phone number, if 
any. Make it easy for person wanting to buy your equipment. No HAM- 
BARS via telephone! 

COMMERCIAL DISPLAY 

Full-page $125.00. Half-page (1/2) $80.00. One-quarter (1/4) page 
$55.00. One-third (1/3) page $70.00. One-eighth (1/8) page $40.00. Camera 
ready. Lay-out, make-up and typeset fee is extra according to size of ad 
and typeset required for same. 

Deadline for all HAMBARS and ads, eighth (8th) of each month in 


P.O. Box 501, Miami Springs, Florida 33266. Normal mailing date 25th of 


each month. Thank you for your cooperation. : 
— Editor. 


FOR SALE: Complete SWAN 700 power supply - Shure 
mike, 40 ft. tower, extension, hinged with beam 10-15- 
20-40. Also 2 mtr, lighting arrestors - direction finder 

Phone patch - ICOM 2 mtr with a.c. power supply. All 
BEST OFFERS. Lee Lebow, 8626 SW 94th St., Miami, 
FL 33156 305 595-1242. If not home, leave message. 


SALE: Kenwood TL-922A linear amplifier, 2000 watts 
PEP with 10 meters conversion. Like new. Best offer. 

Mike Espriella KK4EW, 7434 SW 127 Ct., Miami, FL 

33183 305 386-2440. 


MOSLEY. TA-36 beam with extras $95. Sandy Wolin 
N4HSU, 11510 SW. 82nd Terr., Miami, FL 33173 
279-8170 anytime. 


305 


A RAINBOW 


IS THE RIBBON NATURE PERSON AFTER 
WASHING HER HAIR... 


tks KI4GH. 


FOR SALE: KLM 34A 4 el. beam 10, 15, 20. You 
pick up. $370. NEW! Clark J. Evans WA4DLL, 7321 
Filbert Lane, Tampa, FL 33637 813 988-0125. 


COLLINS GEAR “S" sLine, KWM 1 - 2 etc. 
40 ft crank up tower in Balm Beach county. 
Lake Worth, 


WANTED: 
For SALE: 
John Bruscella W2LEC, 5795 LaPaseos Dr., 
FL 33463 407 439-0711. 


WANTED: Hand held Scanner, programmable UHF/VHF 
10 to 20 channels, rechargeable. Wally Clark, 65 Curtiss 
Pkwy, Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 888-5596 9 to 
5:30 ONLY. 


WANT TRAPS for mosley TA-33 tri-band beam and 
potentiometerr for HAM M rotator. SELL: =IMAC 
tube good for 1 kW out $150. Ten days Guarantee. 
Elmer N8ES, 3479 Kersdale Rd., Pepper Pike, OH 44124 
216 831-9198. 


8877 


WHEN A MAN HAS “PET PEEVE" ITS REMARKABLE 
HOW OFTEN HE PETS IT. Tks Duke KI4GH. 


SELL: HEATH linear amplifier, mod. SB-220, near mint. 
Will meet you within 75 miles of Sarasota.. $475.00 
Ray Kemper K4ICB, 2630 Bismark Way, Sarasota, FL 
34231 813 922-0138. 


WANTED: SWAN 
Thweatt KD4KA, 501 Sandlewood Lane, Plantation, 
33317 (No phone given.) 


350 or 500 manuals helpful. Cliff 
ell 


BROWARD COMMUNITY college ARC needs equipment. 
Tax deductable and greatly appreciated. Our~main goal 
is to train new hams in South Florida. Send to Broward 
Community college Bldg. 13, Office 113, 3501 SW. Davie 
Rd., Davie, Fl 33314 or call Prof. Ron Chilluffo ARS 
AB4MY at 305 475-6687. 


. SELL: 40 ft. tower 3 - leg tower similar to Vortex 
type exc. condx. $45. Mark Lavalle N4XGZ, 1900 North 
39th Ave., Hollywood, FL 33021-4841 305 961-2642. 


“F 


PEOPLE WHO SNORE ALWAYS FALL ASLEEP FAST... 


NEED TUBES?? Have huge inventory, including 3-500Z ' 
572B's etc. Call or FAX for price quotes. Also buy tubes 
D & C Electronics, Dick Gross, N1BGL, 3089 Deltona 
Blvd., Springs Hill, FL 34606 904 688-2374 FAX 904 
683-9595. 

SWALLOW YOUR PRIDE OCCASIONALLY, IT'S NON- 
FATTENING. T U KI4GH 


SATELLITE SYSTEM Upgrade special. L & L Satellite 
Sales and service is offering, for a limited time, a super 
system _upgrade package, this package includes: STAR 
Trak eight plus IR/d Satellite receiver, 50 deg LNB, 18” 
Jack, Prle Feed Horn, UHF remote control. Free. shipping. 
$1350. Florida Residents add 6% sales tax. L & L Sat- 
ellite Sales and Service, 7517 N. Church Ave., Tampa, 

FL 33614 813 886-3738. 


LAW SUTDENT, gathering information for use in student 
thesis. If the FCC has ever violated your constitutional 

rights, please send a brief summary to George F. Arsics, 
Jr., 2571 Bethany Ln., Powder Springs, FA 30073. 


SEE: YAESU station transceiver FT101E, watt meter 
YS 2000 amplifier 2100B, Digital display YC 601, VFO 
EV101B, ph-ne patch - $1,100. Ed Pooley KC4DDO, 
21225 N. Miami Ave., Miami, FL 33169 305 651-3130. 


TEACHERS: Introduce your students to the exciting world 
of satellite TV. A satellite system is a tool the entire 
school can benifit from. Many Free programs are ava- 
ilable, such as science, math, readtime foreign language 
programming, as well as continous feed from P.B.S. All 
this plus the hands on experience of setting u:: and 
Operating y ur own working satellite system. A _ total 
learning experience. For further details send a S A S E 
to% L & L Satellite Sales and Service, 7517 N. Church 
Ave., Tampa, FL 33614 813 886-3738. 


WE MUST CONSTANTLY BUILD DIKES OF COURAGE 
TO HOLD BACK THE FLOOD OF FEAR... KI4GH 


SALE: Henry 4kW liner amplifier $1,200. (pick up only) 
and Dentron MLA 2500 linear amplifier $650. (will ship) 
Each in excellent condition. Juan Granados WD4LCD, 
2501 NE 26th Ave. Lighthouse Point, FL 33064 miami 
305 949-2681 Broward 305 781-7982. 


FOR SALE: DRAKE 324 Satellite receiver. Drake APS 
24 satellite posioniny system. Drake 60 deg. LNB mod 
2762. Drake deg. LNA and ESR 324 down convertor. 
Make offer. WANTED 35 amp. power supply. Charles 
Koppen NJ4G 2760 Michigan St. Melbourne, FL 32904 
407 727-3532. 


WANTED: 767GX Yaesu reasonable. A. J. Benedetti 
KD1X, 154 Lake Maryl No. 255, West Palm Beach, FL 
33411 407 684-6823. 


FOR SALE: AL80OA linear 5 hrs, $650. Cash or trade 
up or down on good second rig. Svend Gormsen W4SZ, 
4000 East Fletcher K-101, Tampa, FL 33613 813 977; 
0943. 

FOR SALE: 2-element 40 meter beam, Hy-Gain 402BA 
with 5 dB gain 16’ boom and 45' elements. Excellent 
condition with new insulators, $160. Beam is completely 
disassembled and can be carried by car or could be UPS- 
ec. 2 ICOM IC2ATs with DTMF _ pad/chargers/speaker mi 
mics in excellent condition $250. for both or $130. each. 
Yaesu FT209RH with charger in good condition for $150. 
Mike Crisler N4IFD, 17514 SW 83rd Ct., Miami, FL 
23157 305 378-9971. 


BUY & SELL COMMERCIAL VIDEO AUDIO & MICRO- 
WAVE EQUIPMENT. Call W2EDN, Bob Brown, 140, 
Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 884-8686 
Day or 883-8669 nite. 
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MANUAL: AZDEN PCS-300 2 meter handheld transceiver 


instruction manuals. $5. each post paid (Have 2) andy Clark 


W4IYT, 41 Lenape Dr.,. Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 
888-3874. 


SELL: ICOM SM-8 mic, mint $70. or trade for Kenwood 


MC-60A Mic. ICOM speaker IC-3 also mint $40. Ray 
Kemper K4ICB, 2630 Bismark Way, Sarasota, FL 34231 
813 922-0138. 


FOR SALE: Heath RS-1 Resistance substitution box $8. 
Boman Mark II, solid state de p/s 12V DC 2.5 A constant 
5A surge $15.00 Citizens Band SWR6power meter $10.. All 
above plus UPS. Andy Clark W4lYT, 41 Lenape Dr., Miami 
Springs, FL 33166 305 888-3874. 


SE dy oS RS Pa pn a EE Ae eR RN 2 PORAB ET GR RLS a RIN i AES a prea Bieta 
NEW Radio Buffs SPECIALS: Ten-Tec America’s BEST: 
OMNI V - $1810. Paragon $1810. Delta I! and Argon- 
aut - Ask for special quote JRC JST-135 $1459. JST- 
135HP $2489. NRD-525 receiver - $999. NRD-535 Rec- 
eiver $1549. Azden 6000H 2Mtr 45 watts $319. Call for 
Special quotes on ICOM, Kenwood and Yaesu. Let us be 
your accessory and equipment supplier. Radio Buffs, 
N4EDQ Amateur Radio Sales, 4400 Highway 19A, Suite 
10, Mt. Dora, FL 32757 call 1 800 828-6433. 


SALE: Free standing 62’ Wilson rotating tiltover 
tubular tower with elect. winch, tailtwister rotator and 
4 el. KT34A 3 bander, also Butternut HF2V 40/80 M. 
vertical. Make an offer! Stored in Lake Worth, FL. You 
haul it. Topi Kuokkanen KK6P, 718 S. Federal Hwy. 
No. 2, Lake Worth, FL 33460 407 585-6425. 


BUY AND SELL COMMERCIAL VIDEO audio and 
microwave equipment. Bob Brown W2EDN, 140 Lenape 
Dr., Miami Springs, FL 33166 884-8666 day or 883- 
8669 nite. 


MOVING SALE: Commodore 1571 Disk drive $125. 
MPS 1000 dot matrix printer $100. 1902A RGB color 
monitor, like new in original boxes. CDE HAM 4 rotor 
$150. Marine whip SSB antenna $25. Tom Chirhart NP4V 
12323 SW 265 Terr., Miami, FL 33032 305 258-4378. 


SELL: Sony ICF2010 top of line receiver. Few months 
old. Excellent. Covers .15/30 mHz FM BC band. Aircraft 
band. Batteries or a.c.. Portable $295. Allan IIlderton 
W4GZQ, 2261 NE 39th St., Ocala, FL 32670 904 
629-4582. 


SALE: M-18 Martin tower 40 ft. alum & stainless steel 
with HAZER unit, worm drive wench, 5 ft. alum mast 
2 inch O.D. $600. 12-4 CD Cushcraft 12 meter beam, 
4 elements - 18 foot boom. $75. 105BAS. Hy-Gain 
“Longjohn’’ 10 meter beam, 5 elements, $100 with 24 
ft. boom. 2 inch Heavy duty 12 ft. mast, alum 1/4 
Inch wall thickness $60. All in first condition. WB4VBL 
Roy Pearce, 9705 So. Indian River Dr., Ft. Pierce, FL 
- 407 878-3683. 


FOR SALE: Yeasu 747GX with (CAT) HM-1 ‘up-down’ 
mike, with manual, excelient (looks new condition.) $625. 
Matching Astron RS-20A power supply $90. . Have 3 - 
20 inch color TV by RCA RXL100, less remote controls 
need work $25. each. Excellent RG59U coax 7 cents 
per foot. Coax connectors all types half price. Tennenlec 
16 chnl scanner, 115 v.a.c., no book, needs work $15. 
Astatic DN-HZ mike with stand/cable/connector $22.00 
Heath Manuals. see other Hambar. Realistic 4’’ mobile or 
fixed station speaker with long cable & plug. $10. Misco 
3’' mobile spker $8. Heath Transistor checker !T-18 in 
heavy duty plastic carry case $18. Heath 100 kc crystal 
calibrator with xtal and Durcell battery $10. All above 
plus UPS. Andy Clark W4IYT, 41 Lenape Dr., Miami 
Springs, FL 33166 305 888-3874. 


HEATH MANUALS: Have 54 Heath original manuals. and 


info sheets/diagrams available. $3 to 15 dollars each. Andy 


Clark W4lIYT 41 Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, FL 33166 
305 888-3874. What do you need. 2 SASE for list. 
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In Feprilaiy was the Big Tampa Fair. W4DUG, TARC stats 
ion handled 2780 messages. Here \) on Fischer WA4CIG & 
Del McAlister WD4HHH hold down the booth Sap ‘the. 


dav shift. Congts Gang! (Photo by_ K4EUK.) ? 


NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE The 1991 Famious Florida 
SKIP calanders are now available free to any SKIP 
member. Send any size S.A. S.E. (a must) to P.O. Box 
501, Miami Springs, FL 33266 for yours. Happy 
Holidays. ie" 


CALL KENWOOD 

Kenwood USA has installed a new toll-free service “for 

amateurs requesting parts. The new number is exclusively for 
Kenwood amateur radio parts and is designed to make their — 

purchase as easy as possible. The number is (800) 637-0388 and 
operates 9:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. EST Monday through Friday with ~ 

payment options that include Visa, MasterCard, cash, check or 
certified funds. a 0 tam 

— From Westlink Report 


| AMATEUR RANKS CONTINUE GROWTH 


Both new Amatetr Radio licensees and license up- 
grades showed a healthy increase in the past year. FCC 
Statistics for the fiscal year ended Oct. 1 have been re- | 
leased (statistics actually were compiled through Sept. 
25) and are shown below along with the five-year trend. — 


1990 1989 1988 1987 1986 1985. 
New 26,134 23,065 21,080 24,338 20,979 17,373. . 
Upgrades 29,699 26,789 26,342 uke 22,228 16,184 - 


The total number of amateur operator licensees grew 


.1 percent, from 464,800 to 493,292. Here is the break- 
own by license class: 


Extra 52,847 
Advanced © 104,365 
General 119,158 
Technician 125,217 
Novice — 91,705 


Total 493,292 


1 
DADE ¢ BROWARD * MONROE 
America Radio Club invites all radio amateurs to its free in 
doors hamfest. Yes it is free. Bring your things we’ll Sah the 
space. 
Location is Palm Avenue at the corner of 6th Street. This i a 
across from the Hialeah City Hall. Hours are 12noonto5:00p.m. 
This event will be held four times a year, which started with 
October 6th. fy 


Talk frequency are 145.350 and 146.730. eee s 


1991 FPiorida @SO Party 


May 18 & May 19th 199]. Saturday 1400-19002 (]@AM-3PM EDT) 
Sunday 0201-05002 (Sat. 8PM-1AM EDT) 
Sunday 1588-23002 (L1AM-7PM EDT) 


This is the 25th annual Florida QSO Party. All amateurs worldwide are eligible and are invited to 
participate, Sponsored by the EAST PASCO AMATEUR SOCIETY, 


CONDITION OF ENTRY: Each entrant agrees to be bound by the provisions of this announcement, the 
regulations of the applicable licensing authority and the decision of the Florida QSO Party Contest 
Committee. 


VALID CONTACTS: Al] amateur bands, excluding WARC bands, may be used. A station may be worked once on 
each band for each mode. Contacts must be made in their respective subbands. Crossband or crossmode 
contacts will not be allowed. Phone and CW contacts are combined and are not considered as separate 
contest, No repeater contacts may be counted for contest credit. Florida stations may work other 
Florida stations for contest points only (no multiplier credit). Out of state stations may work omly 
Florida stations/counties for contest credits 


ENTRY CLASSES: Florida stations are divided into two classes. Class "A" stations are those operating 
under Field Day rules, portable, mobile on emergency power and running 100 watts or less OUTPUT inside 
Florida but outside their home county. Class "B" stations are all other stations operating in Florida. 
Entrants may be single operator or multi-operator and must be indicated on the summary sheet. 


EXCHANGE: Florida stations send a signal report and county of operation. Out of state stations send 
Signal report and U. S. state, Canadian Province or Territory, or DX country, 


SUGGESTED FREQUENCIES: CW -3.555, 7,055, 14,055, 21.055, 28.055, 28.155 kHz 
Phone; -3.945, 7.279,714.279,. 21, 3/9, 28.325, 28.645 kHz 


SCORING: Florida stations count one point per phone QSO and two points per CW QSO. The multiplier is 
the total number of States (49 maximum), Provinces/Territories (12 maximum), and DX (27 maximum) actually 
worked, The maximum multiplier is 88. Florida Class "A" stations only, multiply final score by 1.5 to 
obtain the total score. Out of state, count two points per Florida QSO. The multiplier is the total 
number of cif‘erent Florida counties worked (67 maximum), The score is the product of QS0s° and the: 
multiplier, 


AWARDS: Certificates will be awarded for the top scoring single operator in each state, province, 
territory and DX country. The top category scorer in each Florida county will be awarded a certificate. 
Multi-operator winners will receive certificates as activity justifies. Four plaques will be awarded: 
Highest Single Operator Florida, Highest Single Operator Out of State, Highest Aggregate Club Score, and 
Highest Novice/Tech Single Operator. There is no minimum score to be eligible for a certificate. 


REPORTING: Each entry (except DX) must contain a Self Addressed Stamped Envelope (SASE) with one unit of 
first class postage. Legible logs indicating CW and Phone contacts must be in chronological order, a 
summary sheet is required with each entry. Entries with 200 QSOs or more must supply a dupe sheet. The 
summary sheet must contain claimed score, Florida county or State operated from, number of QSOs, 
multiplier total, station cal] sign, entry class, power source for Class "A" entries and a complete 
mailing address. Indicate license class if a Novice or Technician. The name of .the Florida Club for 
which aggregate total credit is being assigned must also be on the summary sheet. A signed declaration 
that the rules and regulations have been observed must also be included. A sample summary sheet is 
available for an SASF from the QTH below. 


DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES: All entries must be postmarked on or before June 29, 199]. Mail all entries to: 


FLORIDA QSO PARTY CONTEST COMMITTEE, C/O East Pasco Amateur Society, P 0 Box 942, Dade City FL 
33526-0942 ‘ 
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POLISHING THE BRASS 


By Dan Laxon, W4DL 

At last, I was going to be an airline operator. They sat me at a 
desk, plugged in split headphones, put a C.W. frequency in one ear 
and the plane frequency in the other. 

The big W.E. transmitter was on my right, I could see the single 
final tube through a glass door. It was as big as a beer keg and I 
could read my copy by it if the room lights went out. 

The frequencies, in the 2.5 and 10 MHz band were selected by a 
telephone dial on the transmitter front. 

The receivers were remote and could be selected from either my 
headphones or speakers. There was no squelch and the radio room 
was noisy. 

Two operators would keep the station open 20 hours a day, seven 
days a week. It didn’t take long for all this to change. 

I received and sent about 20 messages on my first watch, turned 
the mike over to dispatchers to give verbal instructions to the 
planes but still had to write an operation message that included all 
the information passed. 

Various handsets connected me to dispatchers, outside lines and 
also a dispatcher for a neighboring. airline. On this particular 
handset was fought the nightly war as to whose plane was closest to 
the airport and who should land first. No Airways Traffic Control as 
yet. Ared or green light. There were only four flights involved and 
each one claimed to see the other one behind him. Somehow it 
always worked out. 

Several things were evident in my new job. A passenger not only 
bought a seat on the plane but obviously on the board of directors as 
well. Ticket agents were marvels in not climbing over the counter. 

Restrooms were full of ‘‘dead soldiers’’ just before flights and it 
didn’t hurt for the co-pilot to pocket a black-jack. Space for 
disagreements was limited in a 10-passenger plane with the 
dispatcher holding two empty seats for gas in case an alternate 
airport was needed. 

Fine for leaving a mail sack was 10 bucks and can you believe it, 
loading eight passengers we could manage to forget a piece of 
luggage. 

Typical airline messages were either operations or reser- 
vations. The preambles other than the message number were a 
snap to copy, however here a number meant something. It was part 
of a course, gallons of fuel, time of arrival or departure, altitude 
and a seat number. Not much room for the luxury of transposed 
numbers, he can look it up, it’s in the call book, etc. Fortunately, 
operators were good at their trade, their speed rarely higher than 
25 to 30 words per minute, but awful consistent. Because you were 
working C.W. was no excuse to fail to answer the plane, ad- 
justments had to be made. 

Service messages were rare. [remember only one in five years 
on the day watch. The nearest thing to the airline traffic nets are 
the amateur traffic nets on C.W. They are the last refuge of the 
C.W. operators. The nets are also the only facet of ham radio where 
you may get thanked for your efforts. 


Traffic, technical improvements, number of operators all © 


steadily increased and by 1941 C.W. was at its peak. 

Foot pedal operated microphones, separate plane positions and 
your message picked up from behind your typewriter by girls, who 
might also be teletype operators, carbons split and put into 
pneumatic tubes to proper departments. 

(Continued next month. ). 

HOW TO CANCEL THE LICENSE 
OF A SILENT KEY 
The FCC no longer deletes the call-signs of ‘‘silent keys’ from 
its records unless their cancellation is specifically requested. Since 
the term of an amateur license is now 10 years, plus a two-year 
grace period, the family of the deceased amateur could continue to 
receive correspondence, based upon FCC records, for that period. 
In order to avoid this unwanted correspondence, families of 
deceased amateurs may send the license, or a letter if the license 
cannot be found, to FCC, Consumer Affairs Office, Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania 17325. 
— Reprinted from the ARRL Letter 
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ae Felten, WA4HXZ working on the 20 meter beam 
at the West Palm Beach ARC, W4HAW field Day site 


at John Prince Park. Check QST for final scores. 


FCC-ISSUED CALL SIGN UPDATE 


The following is a list of the FCC’s most recently — 
issued call signs as of February 1991. 


District GroupA GroupB GroupC GroupD 
Extra ‘Advanced Tech/Gen Novice — 

4) AA@DK KFOPH NOMWW  KB@IHL 
1 WO1M KC1ZG N11JV KA1YFA | 
2 AA2DD KE2ZF N2LPZ KB2MDB 
3 WJ3L KD3VN N3IVB KA3YKP 

~ 4 AC4CL KN4VS Fy KC4VVN 
5 AASWV KISNF N5RZI KBSOUF 
6 AB6AP KK6VV te KC6RJT 
7, AA7HH KG7MK N7QEl KB7MPU 
8 AA8DC KF8LE N8NIS KB8LTE 
9 WY9R KF9BG NSKMA KBOGFA 
Guam KH20 AH2Cl KH2EW  WH2AMU 
Hawaii pays AH6KW NH6YH WH6CJY . 
Alaska st AL7MR ‘NL7VY WL7CAJ 
US Virgin Is. NP2J KP2BV NP2EC WP2AHF 
Puerto Rico ** KP4RM “ WP4JUC 


** All call signs in this group have been issued in this area. 
The ARRL Letter 


LOOK AGAIN 

| Look at the top line of your mailing label. This is 
your ONLY REMINDER WHEN YOUR SUBSCRIP- 
TION RUNS OUT! You can renew ANYTIME before 
experation date and our computer will automatically 
“ADD ON” from that date. It is just like putting 
money in the bank. We take renewals for one, two or — 


three years, if you so desire. 

| So it’s up to you to watch that top line. If you miss, 

the computer will automatically skip over your ad- 

dress when printing mailing labels. a 
Thanks for your cooperation in this important mat- 


ter. — 73, Editor — 


